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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


NEW UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT DISCUSSES ISSUES, ASPIRATIONS 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1300, 2 Oct 81 pp 22-23 


[Interview with "Ismat Kattanah, UN Gene~al Assembly President: "Credit for My 

Success Goes to Iraq's Policy; I Work for Implementation of Previous Resolutions 
Instead of Adoption of New Resolutions; No Position Toward Fateful Arab Issues, 

No Matter What This Position Is, Will Embarrass Me"] 


[Text] After the election of 'Ismat Kattanah as president of the 36th UN General 
Assembly session, Israel launched a concerted propaganda campaign claiming that 
the Arab world representatives are not neutral and objective. Thus, they cannot 
differentiate between their role and their person. For example, the sentiments 

of Mr Kattanah, undersecretary in the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs, may domi- 
nate the judgment and actions of Mr Kattanah, the assembly president. 


As for the Arab countries, this selection has been tantamount to some kind of a 
test of the unity of their ranks, keeping in mind that numerous i..rriers were 
erected by some Arab representatives to prevent Kattanah's electiun. 


The new item listed on the assembly agenda pertains to the destruction of the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor. This item was included despite the objection of the U.S. 
delegation, which wanted the word "aggression" omitted from the formulation of the 
item because it does not view this action as constituting a threat to world peace 
and security. Observers believe that the discussion on this item will be a test 
of the quality of ‘Ismat Kattanah's presidency. 


The other issue that the delegates anticipate pertains to suspending Israel's 
membership in the United Nations during this session. Some believe that a team 
of Arab delegates may raise t“s issue. It seems that the Arab group has, with 
the approval of the PLO, adopted a resolution to the effect that a letter of 
reservation be drafted against the Israeli delegation because it doesn't repre- 
sent Palestine. 


These two issues and others represent an important aspect of the essence of the 
Arab strategy at the 36th UN General Assembly session. The Arab ministers of for- 
eign affairs will meet shortly to coordinate these issues and to present them in 
a manner that will not lead to an airing of their dirty linen on the roof of the 
United Nations but give them a minimum degree of accord in the presence of one of 
their representatives in this elevated position, as was the case in the days of 
Charles Malik, al-Munji Slim and Abdelaziz Bouteflika. 











On these issues and others, AL-HAWADITH has had this interview with ‘Ismat Kat- 
tanah: 


[Question] You seemed relieved immediately after winning the presidency of the 
General Assembly. Was there anything that annoyed you in the process of your 
election as president of the 36th UN General Assembly session? 


[Answer] Not at all. One of your colleages asked about my expectations of suc- 
cess only 5 minutes before the poll and I said: 50 50. Yesterday, he came back 
to ask me in surprise: How did you know that the result would be 50 to 50? 


[Question] Right, how did you know? 


[Answer] It is a matter of calculation, which is a definite science, and not of 
interpretation. The fact is that the number of countries that had promised to 
vote for us was a little more than the number of votes I received. There was 
also, naturally, the element of error in defining the percentage. But in any 
case, IL was confident that the result would be very close to what I expected and 
it was. 


[Question] Did you resent the manner in which you have been selected as the new 
president, considering that it was the luck of the draw, which left it completely 
to chance that the piece of paper bearing your name was drawn and not that of the 
other candidate? 


[Answer] There were five pieces of paper bearing the names of countries and a 
sixth paper with the name of (Koh), the candidate who did not enter the second 
phase. Had the names of the candidates been written on the six pieces of paper, 
Iraq would have won without the need for a draw. As for Bangladesh's claim that 
it had secured 90 or 100 votes, I did not believe that claim from the start. Be- 
fore the poll, I did not mention the number of votes we expected because it was 
not right to do so. 


[Question] But the reactions have ranged from embarrassment over the manner of 
the victory to thanking luck for being the cause of the victory. Do you feel 
any regret because luck was a factor in your success? 


[Answer] Not at all. I was ready to congratulate the other candidate if he had 
won. But I did expect to win. What is important is the outcome and not the 
method, even if it is dramatic. 


[Question] Iraq as a state and 'Ismat Kattanah as a person did a lot in the lob- 
bies to insure your election as president. But this activity was confined to 

the recent period only. Was this due to your preoccupation with other issues or 
were there other reasons for delaying the "lobbying" activity? 


[Answer] Iraq has more than 80 embassies and diplomatic missions abroad. These 
missions did their duty by contacting other governments a long time ago to win 
support for Iraq's candidate. But the number of UN members is 153, excluding 
South Africa. This is why I came personally to contact the countries with which 
we have no diplomatic representation and, at the same time, to underline the con- 
tacts with the other countries. It was an act of persuasion in the arena. But 




















there is no doubt that the major credit for my success goes to Iraq's policy. 
All the efforts exerted to undermine the reputation of Iraq and of the leadership 
of the Iraqi revolution failed. 


[Question] Who do you mean by the other candidates [sic]? Do you mean only those 
whose names were included in the list or others as well? 


[Answer] This is no place for mentioning names. The government knows and the 
countries also know. There is more than one candidate who went and talked with 
most of the countries, saying that so and so is all right but Iraq is in a state 
of war and is occupying territory [of others] and so forth. There were also 
other attempts to undermine Iraq's reputation. But the failure of those candi- 
dates to persuade a sufficient number [of UN members] to drop Iraq's candidate 
has been a proof of the good reputation the Iraqi revolutionary leadership and 
government enjoy in the third world and in the world generally. 


[Question] Some circles have begun to express their reservations, and even doubts, 
about you because you are an Arab, and an Iraqi in particular, claiming that you 
will lead the General Assembly toward exaggerated sympathy for the Arabs and for 
the Palestinian cause. How do you intend to deal with this? 


[Answer] I will confront it in two ways: First, by trying as hard as I can to be 
a good president. We can erase a large part of these reservations and question 
marks with experience. I will try to understand the good opinion of those who 
harbor goodwill for us. As for the tendentious, there is another way to deal with 
them by not providing them with any gap through which to infiltrate and prove 
their ill intentions and by not giving them the opportunity to say that the presi- 
dent of the General Assembly has actually been biased. This matter--partiality 

to the Arab cause--leaves it up to the Arab delegations and to Iraq to confront 
whatever harms Iraq's reputation. We hope that the Arab delegation will rise to 
the level of responsibility and will defend themselves. These delegations do not 
need the General Assembly president to defend them. There is a difference be- 
tween the General Assembly president and the representative of a state and be- 
tween 'Ismat Kattanah as president of the General Assembly and ‘Ismat Kattanah 

who occupied Iraq's seat. This difference is known to the Iraqi Government and 

is also known to the international community and we will act in its light. 


[Question] Is this difference supported by the Iraqi Government and has the Iraqi 
Government agreed to let 'Ismat Kattanah the General Assembly president be inde- 
pendent of the Iraqi delegation? 


[Answer] I have not said that there is a separation. What I am saying is that 
there is a difference between my occupying the seat of the presidency and my 
occupying, for example, Iraq's seat in the Security Council and my repaying the 
Israeli representative in kind. 


[Question] At the outset of your success, Israel's representative has accused 

you of bias in the opening speech you delivered. This is the first step on a long 
path that Israel intends to follow against you. How do you plan to confront this 
intention? 














[Answer] What the Israeli delegate said is almost exactly identical to what I ex- 
pected. My references to the General Assembly's resolutions on the Palestinian 
people's inalienable rights to self-determination, repatriation and the creation 
of an independent Palestinian state under the leadership of the PLO, the Pales- 
tinians' sole legitimate representative, are quotes from UN resolutions and I 

have not brought them from Iraq. I said that we have adopted hundreds of resolu- 
tions but the political will to abide by and to implement these resolutions is 
nonexistent. I have not left a gap through which anybody with a single grain of 
fairness can undermine the position that I currently hold. But the Israeli repre- 
sentative is without fairness. He is tendentious and this is what I expect of 
him. What is important is that no representative, including the U.S. representa- 
tive, has reiterated what the Israeli representative said. Israel's isolation on 
this issue has been total because Israel is the only country that has followed 
this course. 


[Question] Do you expect the Arab strategy in this session to be similar to that 
of the previous sessions or do you expect a change to develop in this strategy 
by virtue of the fact that you, an Arab, are president of the General Assembly? 


[Answer] I hope that will not be so and I hope that no Arab delegation will think 
that I will be embarrassed if any position is taken toward any issue whatsoever, 
especially the fateful Arab issues. With his qualifications, the president can, 

I believe, deal with any issue. 


[Question] According to your expectations, do you think the Saudi initiative will 
be presented to the General Assembly either directly or indirectly? 


[Answer] This issue is premature because I have not yet contacted the Arab dele- 
gations to discuss the manner in which to raise the Palestine issue and the Middle 
East issue, the two main items in the General Assembly. On 21 September, we start- 
ed the general debate, which will continue until 13 October. During this period, 

I will hold contacts with the geographic groups in order to present to the General 
Assembly the agenda and the procedure of action for dealing with the issues. I 
don't know how long the debate on the Palestinian issue will last to be able to 
answer the question of what the Arab position will be or of what proposals the 
Arab and friendly delegations will present and whether such proposals will be close 
to the Saudi initiative or far from it. All this is premature. 


[Question] The issue of the destruction of the Iraqi reactor is included [in the 
agenda] for the first time. Would you prefer to preside over the debate on this 
issue or to have one of your two deputies do so? 


[Answer] I have not made a decision yet. But this decision is up to me personally 
in my capacity as president of the General Assembly. However, I believe that some 
people exaggerate the powers of the General Assembly president on this and other 
issues. The president is bound to implement the provis‘ons of the bylaws. The 
matter will be up to my personal decision as to when to preside and when to ask 

one of my two deputies to take my place. The two issues must be separated from 
each other. 


[Question] Some General Assembly presidents have been known to cling to the letter 
of the law and others have been known to interpret the laws and to deal with them 














skillfully to serve their political sympathies. For example, Abdelaziz Bouteflika, 
an ex-president of the General Assembly, was able to move the assembly politically, 
but within the framework of the laws. What do you expect of yourself and what 
method will you follow? 


[Answer] My method. 
[Question] Which is? 


[Answer] After 25 years as a representative of my country, Iraq, in the United 
Nations and as a member of the General Secretariat for more than 11 years, I have 
formed impressions, first, on the possibilities of action through the General 
Assembly--possibilities which are undoubtedly limited for reasons known to all. 
But the president of this General Assembly in particular has the opportunity to 
contribute more effectively than some of the ex-presidents. You have mentioned 
brother Bouteflika. You probably know that I was a member of the General Secre- 
tariat during his presidency. I believe that the international climate has 
changed a great deal insofar as the particular issue to which you are referring, 
namely, the issue of inviting brother Yasif ‘Arafat to the United Nations, is 
concerned. At the time, this issue was the event of the year, of the season and 
of the decade. But it has now become a routine issue. After 1974, the PLO be- 
came an observer memser of the United Nations who attends the General Assembly 
meetings in this capacity. This has now become a foregone conclusion that can no 
longer be disturbed. But stirring up what the PLO and the other Arab delegations 
want insofar as their fateful issues are concerned is up to the Arab states and 
not the General Assembly president. 


The president is prepared to contribute as much as he can to help the General 
Assembly adopt resolutions. As you saw, I have emphasized especially the need 

to abide by and to imolement the resolutions and to create the political will 

for such abidance and implementation instead of repeated approval of the resolu- 
tions year after year and then forgetting the resolutions as soon as they are ap- 
proved. 


[Question] The United States, particularly the new U.S. administration, has tried 
to avoid committing itself to many of the UN resolutions and inclinations, includ- 
ing the law of the sea, the comprehensive negotiations and other issues. Are you 

going to try to bring back the U.S. administration to play a role and to contrib- 

ute to reviving the issues raised in the United Nations? 


[Answer] In the two spheres that you have mentioned, the United States has a dis- 
tinct stance and position different from the position of its Western allies. As 
you have said, when the new administration came, it said that it would reconsider 
the position that the United States had adopted in these two spheres and that it 
would determine its new position after a complete study. As far as I know, the 
United States has not yet reached the point of declaring the final outcome of this 
reconsideration of its position. 


As for the comprehensive negotiations, the United States has, insofar as I know, 
left this issue till after conclusion of the limited summit conference expected 
to be convened in Cancun, Mexico, in October. As for the Law of the Sea, the 











issue has been postponed till next year. I believe that the issue depends pri- 
marily om an announcement by the United States of the outcome of its study as soon 
as possible and on efforts by the othcr delegations to persuade the United States 
to approve the collective agreement on the law of the sea, on the comprehensive 
negotiations and on the details of the south-north dialogue. 


[Question] Generally speaking, will you try to exert personal influence? 


[Answer] Insofar as the Law of the Sea is concerned, nothing is being discussed 
at present. As for the comprehensive negotiations, my predecessor exerted exhaust- 
ing and commendable efforts to bring the U.S. viewpoint closer to the other view- 
points insofar as the process of holding the negotiations is concerned. It is my 
intention to focus on the details of this issue, to exert my utmost efforts in 
following it up, to try to bring the viewpoints closer to each other and to begin 
these negotiations without any delay. 


[Question] What do you expect of 'Ismat Kattanah as president of the current ses- 
sion of the General Assembly? 


[Answer] To rise to the level of the trust and to have it said at the end of the 
session, or at the end of special sessions if they are held, that he has done what 
he should and that the confidence of the international community in Iraq and in 
its candidate has not been misplaced. 


[Question] And what do you expect of the 36th UN General Assembly session? 


[Answer] I hope for a lot but I expect a lot less than I hope for. I hope to 
find a comprehensive and lasting solution to the Palestinian people's issue, which 
is the crux of the conflict. I hope that Namibia will attain its independence 
and will join the United Nations. I hope that the dialog between the north and 
the south will begin and will achieve great progress. I hope that we will put an 
end to the arms race instead of piling up resolutions on this issue. I hope to 
complete the Law of the Sea, which had already been approved unanimously but which 
has been reopened by the new administration in Washington. I hope that we will 
close this door and that we will sign the final agreement before the new president 
is elected next year. 


[Question] And you expect? 


[Answer] I expect, and hope, that we will at least succeed in the next 10 months 
in the issue of the Law of the Sea and the issue of Namibia. As for the issue 
which is closer to our hearts and minds, namely, the Palestinian people's issue, 

I don't expect, regrettably, the Palestinian people to enjoy all their inalienable 
rights during my presidency of the General Assembly. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK PLAYS INCREASING ROLE IN ISLAMIC WORLD PROJECTS 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 86, 3-9 Oct 81 pp 44-45 


[Article by al-Sadd Sayyid Ahmad: "Economy Free of Usury; Islamic Bank: Its Aid 
Includes 38 Countries"] 


[Text] At the beginning of this month, Bangladesh concluded an agreement with the 
Islamic Development Bank in Jiddah to provide it with $12 million to finance the 
purchase of cement from Indonesia. Last year, Bangladesh received from the bank 
loans totaling $55 million to finance various commerciai transactions. What Bang- 
ladesh has received exemplifies the bank's growing role in the economies of the 
Islamic countries. 


At the end of last August, the bank's board of directors held a meeting at which 
it approved the allocation of $82 million to be distributed in various spheres. 
In commercial financing, for example, the board agreed to allocate $23 million for 
Pakistan to purchase oil, $5 million for Niger to purchase containers, $22 million 
for Morocco to purchase edible oil and $18 million for Turkey to purchase oil. 


In the sphere of financing projects, the board allocated $11.5 million for the 
Moroccan National Development Bank, $124,000 for a synthetic leather firm in Bang- 
ladesh and $650,000 for a marble company in Pakistan. Finally, in the sphere of 
technical aid, the bank allocated $750,000 for Upper Volta to help it secure the 
technical means necessary to review bid papers, $100,000 for a study of the possi- 
bilities of oil storage in Mali and $1.5 million for an economic feasibility study 
on a 200-kilometer long highway between Algeria and Niger. 


International Activity 


The Islamic Development Bank, which was established in 1973 and which started its 
actual activities 2 years later, has made it one of its main goals to strengthen 
economic ties between the Islamic countries and to be the economic arm of the 
Islamic Conference Organization. Consequently, the bank has extended its activi- 
ties to the 38 member countries of the: conference, now that Egypt's and Afghanis- 
tan's membership has been suspended. 


The bank operates in the various spheres in order to realize its goal, whether by 
advancing loans for the various development projects, by partnership in capital, 
by embarking on joint investments or by advancing technical aid. The bank does 

all this within the framework of encouraging joint investments among the Islamic 

















countries. For example, the bank has asked the Turkish Cement Establishment to 
set up a joint cement plant for Mali, Niger and Upper Volta. 


Since its foundation and the start of its actual operations 5 years ago, the cost 
of the operations conducted by the bank has amounted tui $1.58 billion, from which 
36 countries have benefited. A comverison between the years 1978-79 and 1979-80 

demonstrates the extent of growth realized by the bank. The volume of operations 
increased in this period from 50 to 62 operations. This resulted in an increase 

in spending from $490.9 million to $649.96 million. 


In projects, the volume of financing jumped from $152.85 to $170.97 million and 
covered 26 Islamic countries--including the Maldives, Djibouti, Lebanon, Libya and 
Gambia, which have benefited directly from the bank's activities for the first 
time. 


Distribution of Financing 


Distribution of the financing according to type of activity shows that 14.9 percent 
of the spending has gone into the agricultural sector, 36.5 percent to the industry 
and mining sector, 21.9 percent to communications, 16.9 percent to publ‘c utilities 
such as electricity and water, and 9.8 percent to social services, such as health 
and education. In the same year [sic], $50.56 million was contributed to secvring 
the liquidity needed for eight projects in seven Islamic countries. A sum of 
$11.16 million was spent from the budget allocated for last year, amounting to 
$11.43 million; $13.89 million was allocated for this year. 


It is evident that the bank has succeeded in helping the Islamic countries secure 
the financing necessary to implement various development projects. But some ob- 
servers believe that the bank's role exceeds that of being a mere regional develop- 
ment and aid agency similar to the various development funds with which the area 
abounds. The bank must, observers believe, seek to entrench its role as a central 
Islamic bank, especially in view of the growing Islamic financial movement, which 
seeks to occupy an important position in the world of international fimance on the 
basis of Islamic rules that are free of the usurious system. 


The bank officials acknowledge this and hope that in the future the bank will play 
the role of the central bank for the Islamic banks and financial houses that have 
begun to spread and to engage in their operations in accordance with the Islamic 
Shari'a. 


The Islamic Financing House, whose establishment was announced in Geneva iast June, 
is one of the bigvyest of these houses, and it seeks to gather the savings or indi- 
viduals and groups in freedom from governmental activity, to secure the money 
necessary to finance development operations on the basis of profit and loss and 

to conduct its operations in accordance with the Islamic Shari'a. 


This house's approved capital is $l billion of which $250 million are paid. Last 
month, the house's shares were offered for sale in 49 Islamic countries and 5 
other countries distinguished by the presence of influential Islamic communities 
in them. The value of the shares ranges from $100 [per share] to $1 million to 
guarantee the biggest participation possible by individuals in these countries. 

















Moving Force 


Prince Muhammad al-Faysal, son of the late King Faysal, who is the moving force 
behind this project, announced in the press conference he held in Geneva last June 
on the opening of the house's operations that there is approval to set up Islamic 
banks in Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Pakistan, Burundi, Nigeria and Guinea. He 
also announced that there are plans to set up a regional bank for the Middle East. 


One of the means to which the house will resort is silent partnership [al- 
mudarabah]. The best definition for it is that it combines capital with human 
effort in profitable investments in contrast to usury and interest, which are 
collected without any noteworthy effort. There are various kinds of silent part- 
nership, such as continuous partnerships and partnerships limited to one trans- 
action and covering a certain period of tine and date. A participant has the 
right to enter the partnership or withdraw from it. But this is done in accor- 
dance with certain conditions determined by the nature of the partnership. 


The Islamic Financing House has gone beyond the limits of theoretical discussion 
and entered the field of actual experience several years ago. One of the pioneer 
projects with which the house has initiated its operations is al-Dammazin agricul- 
tural project in Sudan where the house has 300,000 hectares of land. Work has 
started on 30,000 hectares and the project is expected to be completed in 1984. 
The house started by providing $3 million for the purchase of machinery and then 
the work began. The total cost will be $58 million. The house hopes to regain 
the money it spends on the project and some profit from leasing equipment and 

from the effort the company exerts in managing the project. 


The level of the Islamic Development Bank's operations and the benefit the Islamic 
countries have felt as a result of these operations made these countries agree to 
double the bank's capital at the Islamic summit held in al-Ta'if at the beginning 
of this year. The growing role of individual and group efforts to try economic 
means more compatible with the Islamic spirit make it necessary to combine and 
concentrate these efforts so that they can give the Islamic political movement 

its desired economic dimension. What will give the Islamic world its place in the 
international community is increased inter-Islamic trade and increased joint proj- 
ects between the various Islamic countries at the expense of these countries’ 
reliance on non-Islamic economic groups. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


FRENCH ROLE IN MIDDLE EAST, MITTERRAND'S SAUDI TRIP EXAMINED 
London AL-~MAJALLAH in Arabic No 85, 26 Sep-2 Oct 81 pp 13, 15-19 


[Article by ‘Al4 al-Karim Abu al-Nasr: "AL-MAJALLAH Enters Mitterrand's Secret 
World: France Is Seeking To Establish Axis With Saudi Arabia, With Prince 
Fahd's Initiative as Its Mainstay; How Does New Administration Formulate Its 
Policy in Area and Who Are President's Advisers; Mitterrand's Plans: Initiative 
Begun in Jerusalem and Peace Conference in Paris; French President: 'I Will 

Be Frank With Israel and Will Advise It To Accept Palestinian State'"] 


[Text] Those close to Francois Mitterrand do not hide the fact that the French 
president considers his visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (26-28 September) 
of "extreme significance" not only at the level of bilateral relations but 
especially with regard to the situation in the Middle East and the Gulf and in 
connection with the possibilities of finding a solution to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 


Mitterrand's agencies have prepared two kinds of files for this visit, which, 

in the opinion of a prominent French official, is a "lot more important" than 
ex-President Giscard d'Estaing's visit to Saudi Arabia in March 1980. The first 
group of files is those concerning bilateral relations, especially economic, 
commercial and financial relations. The second kind is tantamount to a single 
"top secret" file that has been seen only by Mitterrand and his top advisers. 
This file pertains to the political aspect of the visit. Policy will be, 
according to the prominent French official, "the main focus of the talks between 
Mitterrand, King Khalid, Crown Prince Fahd and the Saudi officials. What is 
meant by policy here is the Middle East crisis and Prince Fahd's initiative." 


Mitterrand will visit Saudi Arabia while relying on two main supports: He is, 
on the one hand, the strongest European leader at the present time despite the 
economic problems being experienced by his country. He is stronger than German 
Chancellor Schmidt, who faces the threat of being ousted because of internal 
and international considerations, and stronger than British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, who is facing sharp economic and political crises. Inter- 
nally, Mitterrand is even stronger than President Reagan because his party has 
an overwhelming parliamentary majority (290 socialist deputies out of a total 
of 491 deputies in the National Assembly). Moreover, Mitterrand's attainment 
of power after 23 years of conservative, rightist Gaullist government has 
created some sort of a coup and has generated a strong popular current supporting 
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Mitterrand. Indeed, Mitterrand, in the opinion of neutral French experts, is 
even stronger than General de Gaulle himself was. The socialists may remain 


in power for 14 years at least. This is important for long-term cooperation 
between states. 


The other support on which Mitterrand relies is that he wants to play a major 
role in the Middle East. One of those clese to the new French regime has told 
us that Mitterrand doesn’t want to "sell words and spread promises" but to 
launch an initiative or engage in a movement that will actually have tangible 
results. This is why he is moving carefully and slowly and why France's Mideast 
policy seems, at the start, incomplete and as if it were a continuation of the 
preceding era. Mitterrand doesn't want to be a continuation of de Gaulle, 
Pompidou and Giscard d'Estaing. He waats to perform in the Middle East a major 
act to which his name will be tied and that will produce practical results. 

This is why he is eager to gather full information and details and to listen 

to the area's influential leaders before embarking on any actual movement. 

The same source says that to Mitterrand, Saudi Arabia is a country with a 
fundamental weight in che entire area and no initiative or movement for a com- 
prehensive solution of the conflict can succeed if not supported by Saudi Arabia. 


Mitterrand cannot be understood and the dimensions of his visit to Saudi Arabia 
cannot be comprehended unless we enter the French president's ''secret world." 
We started several weeks ago to gather the largest possible amount of informa- 
tion, especially from well-informed French and Arab sources, on Mitterrand's 
secret world because this aspect has not yet been tackled by any Arab paper or 
magazine in a complete and comprehensive manner. The information we have 
gathered reveals important things. Sowe of the information pertaining to the 
questions listed below is published for the first time: 


1. Who are Mitterrand's advisers on foreign and Middle East policy? How 
deeply spread is the Zionist influence in the French administration and in 
French decision making? How are decisions made? 


2. What are the plans and ideas of Mitterrand and his group concerning the 
Middle East crisis in particular and area issues generally? 


3. What is the "password" in Mitterrand's visit to Saudi Arabia and what are 
the fundamental issues that he will discuss with King Khalid and Prince Fahd? 


Very Confidential and Decision Is His 
We will start from the beginning with Mitterrand himself. 


Mitterrand is 65 years old and likes to listen to the opinions of his advisers, 
especially those whom he trusts and has known for years. He likes to debate 
with them and is interested in reading their reports. He is surrounded at the 
Elysee Palace by a larger number of advisers and aides than any other French 
president. He has 42 advisers and aides whereas d'Estaing, for example, had 
_only 25. He listens to his advisers but ultimately he himself makes the funda- 
mental decisions according to what he deems fit for his country's interest or 
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his party's interest (when he was just the Socialist Party chairman). One of 
those who has known Mitterrand for years has told us: "Mitterrand is not a 
vague man but a very confidential man. He hates ambiguity and likes clarity. 
He is open and a first-class debater, but he keeps his secrets to himself and 
does not acquaint anybody with them until the right time, which frequently 
means at the moment of the implementation of this or that decision. Mitterrand 
debates with the others but he especially debates with himself when he retreats 
by himself, as he often does. He can be called the democratic dictator: The 
decision is up to him but this decision is the result, or the essence, of a 
dialog with others or of reading their reports." 


"Israel's Man" in Mitterrand's Administration 


Mitterrand's men are two kinds: The advisers and the friends on the one hand 
and the ministers and influential people on the other. In Mitterrand's adminis- 
tration, whether at the Elysee Palace, in the Socialist Party or in the govern- 
ment, there are two prominent currents insofar as the Middle East is concerned: 
A current supporting Israeli as a result of numerous factors and a current with 
an understanding of the Arab viewpoint and of France's short and long-range 
interests. 


Let us enter Mitterrand's secret world: 


First, the Elysee Palace where the French president's advisers and close friends 
are: The group of advisers and aides is supervised by the so-called "big trio," 
namely: Jaques Attali, 38 years old and Mitterrand's special adviser, is the 
man who prepares the main files and is considered the most powerful man in the 
Elysee; Pierre Beregory, who is the Elysee secretary general and is 61 years 
old; and Andre Rousselet, who is 59 years old and is the head of Mitterrand's 
office and the man for special tasks. 


lL. Attali is primarily Mitterrand's economic braintrust. But he is especially 
the adviser in whom Mitterrand has utmost confidence and who helps Mitterrand 
formulate the major strategic plans and prepare for summit meetings with world 
leaders. Attali is, for example, the man who supervised preparation of all the 
files for the Ottawa summit. Mitterrand's strong relationship with Attali goes 
back 13 years. Attali's office is right next to Mitterrand's at the Elysee. 
Frequently, prominent visitors pass through Attali'’s office before they enter 
the president's office. Attali is "intelligent and rich with ideas," according 
to one of those who knows him. He explains the complex issues to Mitterrand. 
He has written six books, in addition to many studies and articles. He comes 
from a rich family. But Attali is a Zionist to the utmost and is the most 
Zionistic of Mitterrand's group. He feels a strong link with Israel and doesn't 
hide this feeling. For example, he visits Israel several times a year and 
stays there in some settlements so as to familiarize himself with the Israeli 
way of life or to retreat into himself. He has written some of his books in 
Israel. Politically, he is "Israel's man" in Mitterrand's administration. 

He is currently writing a book entitled "Jews and Money." The Israelis contact 
him to convey through him their requests and their messages to the French 
president. Attali is not only a Jew but also a member of the Executive Council 
of the French Jewish Organizations and his influence in these organizations is 


strong. 











For example, Attali attended the meeting that took place between Mitterrand and 
the Israeli ambassador in Paris in the wake of the meeting of Claude Cheysson, 
the French minister of external relations, with Yasir ‘Arafat in Beirut. During 
the meeting with Mitterrand, the Israeli ambassador protested the Cheysson- 
"Arafat meeting. Mitterrand entrusts Attali to convey some "messages" to the 
Israelis. For example, Mitterrand sent Attali to Tel Aviv this week before the 
start of his visit to Saudi Arabia. Attali has strong influence with Mitterrand 
and those close to him say that he played a fundamental, decisive role in 
persuading Mitterrand to run seriously against Giscard d’Estaing because 
Mitterrand had been reluctant and not sure of the result. It is also said that 
Attali conveys to the Israelis Mitterrand's "warnings" about Begin's policy. 


2. Pierre Beregory, the Elysee secretary general: He is also sympathetic to 
Israel, especially since he is of Jewish extraction and since he took refuge in 
France from East Europe. But he cannot be considered committed to Israel and 
the Zionist Movement like Attali. In any case, his role at the Elvsee is not so 
much the role of a "political adviser" to Mitterrand as it is that of organizer 
and superviser of all those working in the palace (both advisers and aides). 

His team, consisting of 25 members, can be considered more like a government 
within Mitterrend's administration operating along a parallel line to that of 
the actual government. Informed sources say that he has "his group" in every 
ministry and that the Elysee thus knows ex ctly what is happening here and 
there. He meets with Mitterrand several times daily and his relationship with 
Mitterrand dates back to 1975. 


3. Andre Rousselet, the head of Mitterrand's office: He has no definite 
political views and is used by the president for "special secret tasks." 


In addition to the big trio, we must mention Pierre Marion, the new French 
intelligence chief, who was appointed by Mitterrand after the election. Marion 
supports the establishment of coordination with Israeli intelligence and it is 
said that he visited Israel secretly for this purpose last August. It is well 
known that there is a strong current in the French intelligence agencies inclined 
toward cooperation with the [sraelis. 


Foreign Ministry "Currents" 


Second, the cabinet: In the French cabinet, the strongest force that is sympa- 
thetic to the Arabs, that understands their issues and that is eager to maintain 
a strong French-Arab relationship is the Ministry of External Relations. This 
ministry contains a large number of officials and diplomats who are sympathetic 
to the Arabs. You even find in the ministry several Arab currents: There is a 
current that supports Saudi Arabia, the Gulf and Iraq, a pro-Palestinian current, 
a pro-Algeria current, a pro-Morocco current, a pro-Libya current, a pro-Lebanon 
current, a pro-Egypt current and so forth. Claude Cheysson, the minister of 
external relations (60 years old), is considered to a large degree "a friend of 
the Arabs" even though he is not hostile to Israel. Cheysson has broad experience 
in Third World affairs generally and in Arab-world affairs in particular as a 
result of the years of his work within the framework of the EEC. He believes 
that strengthening relations with the Arab world is a "vital" and indispensable 
issue for France. Cheysson is realistic and is like Mitterrand in this respect. 


13 














He is a skillful, daring and frank negotiator with a witty spirit. His influence 
with Mitterrand is stronger than that of his "colleagues" during Giscard 
d'Estaing's term. But he has no influence inside the Socialist Party. Cheysson 
was, for example, one of the strongest supporters of Algeria's independence from 
France since 1956. His Mideastern views are largely similar to Mitterrand's. 

He supports Israel's presence within secure and acknowledged borders, supports 
giving the Palestinians the right to self~determination, especially the right 

to set up an independent Palestinian state, and supports Israel's withdrawal from 
all the Arab territories occupied in 1967. He also supports the need to have 

the PLO participate in the peace process and believes that movement should be 
made step-by-step and that the Camp David agreement is a "good step" on the path 
to peace. He also believes that the solution to the Palestinian problem cannot 
be realized through implementation of the self-rule stipulated by the Camp David 
agreement but by finding a broader and more comprehensive solution to the problem. 
Che ysson has two assistants for Middle East affairs. The first is Bruno Delaye, 
a socialist young man who is considered an expert in Gulf and OPEC affairs. 
Bruno's father was France's ambassador in Tehran during the shah's era. The 
second is (Dominique Camille Deneuve), who is also a young man with broad 
experience in Middle East affairs that he gained while working in the United 
Nations. Both men understand the Arab viewpoint. In addition to these two, 
there are two other influential officials in the Ministry of External Relations. 
The first is Jacques Andreani who has extensive influence and who currently 

holds the post of director of the ministry's political affairs. He was France's 
ambassador in Cairo around the end of Giscard d'Estaing's term. Mitterrand has 
sent him on a tour of some Arab countries, including Egypt. Andreani is a friend 
of the Arabs and he considers the Camp David treaty a "positive step," though a 
step that must be surpassed with respect to solving the Palestinian issue. One 
of his responsibilities in the ministry is to keep track of Moscow's activities 
in the Arab area. The second is Serge Boidevail, the head of the ministry's 
Middle East Department. He is also sympathetic to the Arabs and has strong 
relations with the Iraqis and Libyans. He is the one who played the major role 
in France's negotiations with Iraq for construction of the nuclear reactor near 
Baghdad during Giscard d'Estaing's era. 


Ministers Sympathetic to Arabs 


The present French cabinet includes a number of prominent ministers who are 
sympathetic to the Arabs. The minister closest to the Arabs is Michel Jobert, 
the minister of state for foreign trade. Jobert is a leftist Gaullist who was 
minister of external relations under Pompidou's presidency during the 1973 war. 
At the time, Jobert clashed with Dr Kissinger and worked to foil a U.S. scheme 
aimed at forming a U.S.-European front to fight and strike OPEC. Jobert believes 
in the necessity of cooperation with the Arabs and the oil countries not only 

at the political level but in all the spheres of interest to both sides. He is 
frank and daring. One of the reasons for including him in the cabinet was the 
eagerness to reassure the Arabs. In addition to Jobert, there is Jean-Pierre 
Chevenement, the French minister of state for scientific research and technology. 
He is one of the leaders of the current supporting the Arabs and the Palestinians 
in the Socialist Party. Chevenement has said in an interview with AL-MAJALLAH: 
"We want to preserve the ties of friendship existing between France and the Arabs 
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for a long time and we want this friendship to grow firmer and broader. Regarding 
our relations with Saudi Arabia, I can say that there are countries that are 
prepared to perform a historical role, relying not on the number of their popula- 
tion but on their geographic location and on the values that they represent 

and initiatives that they try to realize--initiatives that serve the good of the 
entire world. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is one of these countries. We are 
eager to preserve, strengthen and bolster the good relations between the two 
countries. On our part, we will try to strengthen the cooperation with Saudi 
Arabia and to broaden its scope.” 


Ministers Jobert and Chevenement, in addition to Cheysson and other ministers, 
will accompany Mitterrand on his visit to Saudi Arabia. 


There are three other ministers who are sympathetic to the Arabs and who have a 
strong influence in the cabinet and in Mitterrand's administration. They are: 
Jacques Delors, the minister of economy, who underlines to Mitterrand the "vital 
importance" of cementing cooperation with the Arabs; Charles Hernu, the minister 
of defense, who is fully aware of the importance of the weapons deais with the 
Arabs (especially since one half of the French weapon sales in the world are 
absorbed by the Arab states, led by the Gulf states); and Jean-Pierre Cot, 
minister of development [title as published], who is seeking to set up huge 
cooperation projects among the French, the Arabs and the African countries. 

You may also add to these Michel Rocard, the minister of state for [economic] 
planning [and development]. Rocard is one of the leaders of the Socialist 
party, is a traditional rival of Mitterrand's and a candidate for the next 
presidential term. There are of course the four ccmmunist ministers who are 
committed to their party line, which is one of support for the Arab position and 
the Palestinian issue. The premier is Pierre Mauroy, who is a traditional 
socialist with strong historical ties with Israel, especially with Shimon Peres. 
Mauroy has no broad experience in foreign affairs but has recently begun to show 
interest in them. One of Mauroy's friends has said: "Mauroy is especially 
interested in internal issues. But he has now begun to realize that there has 
to be firm cooperation with the Arabs." 


Struggle Within the Socialist Party 


Third, Socialist Party: This party, which is now in control of the presidency 
and of the National Assembly in France, is traditionally the French party most 
supportive of Israel and of the Zionist movement. It includes a large number of 
Jews from top to bottom. Leon Blum is one of the party's founders and historical 
leaders. He established very firm ties with the Zionist movement and urged the 
British to encourage Jewish immigration to Palestine. Socialist Guy Mollet was 
the French premier when the French Government took part with Israel and Britain 
in staging the 1956 tripartite aggression against Egypt. Mitterrand hes firm 
relations with the Israelis, especially with the Labor Party and with its leader, 
Shimon Peres. Mitterrand has visited Israel several times, most recently last 
year. Mitterrand feels a strong commitment toward the Jews and toward Israel. 
However, he has not concealed his concern for the realization of peace in the 
area and for the creation of a Palestinian homeland. In 1974, Mitterrand met 
with Yasir ‘Arafat at the premises of AL-AHRAM in Cairo and told ‘Arafat: "I 
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support Israel's existence within secure and recognized borders. But I also 
believe that the Palestinian people have the right to a homeland and the right 

to set up their state." There are three currents within the Socialist Party at 
present. The strongest of these is still sympathetic to the Jews and to Israel. 
Lionel Jospin, the new party chairman, is a friend of Israel's. Thereisa second 
current, representing 20 percent of the party, which is considered to the left 

of the party and which is known by the name of the Center for Socialist Studies, 
Research and Culture. Minister Chevenement is one of this current's leaders. 
There is a third current, which can be considered the center current and which 

is led by Minister Michel Rocard. Insofar as the Middle East is concerned, this 
current moves in a practical manner and without any ideological commitments. 
Those who are informed say that there is presently a struggle among these currents 
insofar as France’s Middle East policy is concerned. 


Naturally, Mitterrand takes these factors into consideration. But ultimately, 

he is the one who makes the fundamental decisions pertaining to the Middle East 
and nobody can acutally influence him, according to those who know him. 
Mitterrand makes use of this or that current tc carry out his Middle East policy. 


Initiative Beginning in Jerusalem 


But what is Mitterrand's Middle East policy? A well-informed French source has 
said: "So far, Mitterrand's administration has no definite and complete policy 
for the Middle East but has a number of ideas and proposals that the French 
president is studying with his advisers in preparation for launching an initia- 
tive at the right time." 


Sources close to Mitterrand's administration have summed up for AL~MAJALLAH 
the most important ideas and components on which France's current policy toward 
the Middle East is based. These ideas and components are: 


Mitterrand is eager to establish a "delicate balance" between his efforts for 
strong relations with the Arabs and his traditional friendship with Israel. 

He believes that he can make use of this friendship and of the influence he has 
among the Israelis, especially among the ranks of the Labor Party, to achieve 
peace in the area. Mitterrand also believes that his friendship for Israel gives 
him the "right" to be frank with the Israelis. Mitterrand is reported to have 
said: "I ama friend of Israel's and I will speak frankly. I will advise 
Israel to accept the establishment of a Palestinian state." Mitterrand has 
raised this issue with Peres more than once and the latter's response was: 

"The Palestinian stateealready exists and its name is Jordan." But Mitterrand 
doesn't support this opinion, even though he has not specified where the 
Palestinian state should be located. 


Mitterrand believes that the area's and the world’s conditions do not permit 
direct movement toward a comprehensive solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
Therefore, he believes in step-by-step progress. This is why he supports the 
Camp David agreement which, in his opinion, has been a "daring step" on the 
path to peace. But Mitterrand also believes that the Camp David agreement will 
come to an end in the spring of 1982 with the evacuation of the Israelis from 
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the Sinai, and he believes that the second part [of the agreement] concerning 
Palestinian self-rule cannot be a basis for solving the Palestinian problem. 

It is Mitterrand’s opinion that current conditions are not suitable for holding 
an international conference similar to the Geneva conference and that various 
moves and endeavors must be made to achieve peace. 


Mitterrand believes that the U.S. role in the Middle East is “important” but he 
acknowledges tacitly that the Reagan administration rejects all non-American ideas, 
proposals and initiatives. Mitterrand says that had it not been for the mission 
of U.S. envoy Philip Habib, war would have erupted between Syria and France. 

But at the same time, Mitterrand is betting on a French-Arab or a European-Arab 
movement concerning the Middle East and believes that this is "best" for achieving 
progress. However, there has to be full agreement between the Arabs and the 
Europeans and this is something that does not yet exist. 


A prominent French source has told us that Mitterrand is thinking of a French 
initiative to solve the Middle Fast crisis--an initiative that “starts with 
Jerusalem, includes Lebanon and goes on to settle the Palestinian issue." But 
the source has added that this initiative is still a mere idea, even though 
Mitterrand has consulted with some of the Arab leaders with whom he has met on 
scme of the lines of this idea. A prominent Arab official who met with Mitterrand 
recently has assured us that the French president is acutely concerned with 
Jerusalem "because he is in love with this city," especially with its holy 
places. But Mitterrand doesn’t want to launch any initiative before he is 
confident of its success or of its achieving some results. With Lebanon, for 
example, France is seeking to strengthen the army and to help realize inter- 
Lebanese detente and Lebanese-Palestinian rapprochement. Sources close to 
Mitterrand say that the Saudi visit will form a main element in the French 
president's plans to launch any initiative and that he will not, in all likeli- 
hood, embark on such an initiative before 1982. 


Peace Conference in Paris? 


A well-informed French source has assured us that one of the ideas raised con- 
fidentially in Mitterrand's circles is the idea of holding a Middle East peace 
conference in Paris to focus in particular on the issue of a Palestinian-Israeli 
dialog and the issue of Jerusalem. The source has said that this idea is the 
subject of study and consultation with some of the parties concerned but that 
no decision has yet been made on it. Mitterrand believes strongly in the 
necessity of establishing direct negotiations between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis. It is expected that he will raise this point during his visit to 
Israel at the beginning of 1982. Moreover, Mitterrand believes in the need 
for "the PLO to obtain the right to negotiate with Israel, if it recognizes 
Israel's existence." But the French president's circles find it unlikely that 
any progress will be achieved in this regard as long as Begin is in power. 


Toward a Saudi-French "Axis?" 
We now come to Mitterrand's visit to Saudi Arabia. The French president's 


circles consider this visit "extremely significant," indeed the "most signifi- 
cant'' visit made by Mitterrand abroad. While the Israelis were announcing 
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that Israel would be the first country to be visited by Mitterrand, the French 
president suddenly decided—-especially in the wake of King Khalid's visit to 
Paris last June and the raid on the Iraqi nuclear reactor--that Saudi Arabia 
would be the first country that he would visit officially. 


These circles say that Mitterrand does not view Saudi Arabia as an enormous 
economic, financial and oil power, whether by itself or with its friendships 

and its influence in the area, but views it primarily as a major political power 
in the Middle East with which consultations must be held and coordination and 

an understanding must be established to bring success to any comprehensive and 
just solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. This is why Mitterrand's talks 

with King Khalid, Prince Fahd and the Saudi officials will be political talks 
primarily and will focus in particular on the Middle East crisis, on Lebanon, 

on Afghanistan, on the Gulf situation and on U.S. and Russian policy in the 
area. 


A high-level French source has revealed to us that Mitterrand is seeking seri- 
ously to establish some kind of a French-Saudi "axis" or "alliance" to move 
within the framework of the Middle East crisis, with the objective of finding 

a solution to this crisis. The mainstay of this "axis" will be Prince Fahd's 
initiative to achieve a just and comprehensive solution in the area. Naturally, 
such an "axis" will not be called an "axis" but will be tantamount to some kind 
of a tacit understanding between Saudi Arabia and France to move together, 
whether in the area, at the European level or at the level of the United States, 
to revitalize the efforts for peace in the Middle East. The fact is that 
Mitterrand expressed great interest in and support for Prince Fahd's initiative 
during the meeting which he held earlier this month in Paris with the Saudi 
crown prince in the presence of Prince Salman ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, governor of 
Riyadh Province. The well-informed French source has siid that it is expected 
that Mitterrand will announce his open support for this initiative during his 
visit to Saudi Arabia and that it is most likely that a joint communique will 

be issued noting this support. 


A prominent French official has told us that Mitterrand's administration is 
being asked currently by some Arab circles to act independently of Europe, to 
"drag" Europe along and to urge it to play a positive rcle in the Middle East 
crisis. It is the opinion of this official that there is Arab “annoyance” 
with the frozen European role and with the fact that Europe has left the arena 
completely to the United States and Russia. 


Though Mitterrand himself will not discuss the economic, oil, financial and 
trade issues, the big delegation accompanying him will discuss these matters 
with Saudi officials. It is important for the economic side of this visit to 
succeed because the French economy will collapse if the Arab monies and deposits 
are withdrawn, if the numerous trade and military contracts are cancelled and if 
the various Arab investments in France are brought to a halt. There are several 
fArab] countries awaiting the outcome of this visit in order to conclude new 
contracts with France or to resume their investments in France after having 
frozen them in the wake of Mitterrand's election. 
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Saudi Arabia is very important for the French economy. At present, it supplies 
France with the equivalent of 50 percent, perhaps even more, of its oil needs. 
Saudi Arabia also has with France weapons deals valued at several billion francs, 
in addition to commercial contracts and agreements and the Saudi assets in 
French banks. 


An informed French source has told us that the French side wishes to conclude 

new economic and commercial contracts with Saudi Arabia and to obtain a large 
loan to bolster the French economy, in addition to certain arrangements concerning 
oil (including, for example, payment for the imported Saudi oil in francs instead 
of dollars). 


But what is more important to Mitterrand is to reach a full understanding with 
the Saudi officials over a joint movement to settle the Middle East crisis on 
the basis of Prince Fahd's initiative. This may be the beginning of important 
developments in the area. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


EUPHRATES WATER DISPUTE BETWEEN LRAQ, SYRIA, TURKEY 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 236, 29 Aug 81 p 53 


(Article: "Iraq and Waters of the Euphrates between Turkey, Jordan and 
Syria" ] 


[Text] Will the waters of the Euphrates become the subject of a harsh 

and a new dispute between Turkey on the one hand, Syria on the other and 
Iraq as a third party, or will the waters of the Euphrates become the sub- 
ject of a dispute between Syria and Iraq on one side opposite Turkey? 


The question is being discussed on the basis of information from numerous 
sources about incompatible projects that are being prepared by Turkey and 
Iraq to utilize the waters of the river. These projects would affect the 
quantities of water that would be available from the river in each one 

of the countries through which the river flows or in each country that 
wants to benefit from the water. 


While an announcement was made in Baghdad of an Iraqi-Jordanian project to 
bring the waters of the Euphrates River into Jordan, an announcement was 
made at the same time in Turkey of a Turkish project to build a huge dam on 
the Euphrates River to supply Turkish agricultural and electrical needs. 


The Iragi plan to bring the waters of the Euphrates into Jordan requires 

the installation of a 650 kilometer pipeline that would be equipped with 
water pumping and water puritication stations, storage tanks and power 
auxiliaries. While total costs for the project were estimated at almost 1 
billion dollars, Lraqi information indicated that studies on the project 

and preparations for its technical designs had begun as a prelude to commis- 
sioning a study of the final designs that are necessary to conduct the 
process of commissioning implementation. 


But implementation of this project will continue to depend on the quantity 
ot water available in Iraq from the Euphrates and on the fact that the 
proportions and ratios of the available water have to exceed Iraq's needs. 
This may become doubtful and may, accordingly, thwart implementation of the 
project if Turkey goes ahead with its plan to build the new dam which will 
affect not only the quantities of water available to Iraq from the 
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Euphrates, but it will also affect the quantities of water available [from 
that river] to Syria, although in different proportions. 


The Turkish project seeks to utilize the waters of the huge dam that is 
supposed to be built in irrigating a vast section of Turkey's eastern terri- 
tories and in generating electricity at rates that would reduce by a third 
the amount of water flowing into Syria and Iraq. 


This not only means that the project to bring the water of the Euphrates 
into Jordan is impeded, but it also implies dangers of various proportions 
to Iraq, which relies on the waters of the Euphrates for many Iraqi irriga- 
tion projects. It also implies dangers to Syria, which relies on the 
Euphrates for irrigation and generating electricity. 


What matters is that this operation can become a new field for coordination 
that would impose itself on both Iraq and Syria. This effort would be 
backed by Jordan to prevent Turkey from having exclusive access to the 
Euphrates, and it would benefit the common interest between Iraq and Syria 
in operating the Kirkuk-Banyas pipeline-~and the Kirkuk-Tripoli pipeline in 
Lebanon as well--at fuli capacity. Operation of these pipelines may even be 
expanded not only to meet the immediate interests of Iraq, Syria and 
Lebanon that would result from this operation, but this would also become a 
pressure tool that Iraq and Syria can apply on Turkey which would have much 
to consider before cutting or interrupting part of the flow of the waters 
ot the Euphrates, if the joint response from Syria and Iraq will be to deny 
Turkey the benefit of Iraqi oil and the flow of Iraqi oil exports through 
Turkey. 
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PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


PIPELINES ESTABLISHED TO CIRCUMVENT GULF IN CASE OF WAR 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 236, 29 Aug 81 pp 52, 53 


[Article: "Pipeline Plans To Carry Oil Away From Dangers of Middle East; 
The First Pipeline Would Run from Saudi Arabi's Wells, to Port of Yanbu', 
to Suez and to Consuming Countries; Second Pipeline Would 8un from Wells 
of Iraq to al-Basrah and from these Wells to Turkey and thence to Europe" |] 


[Text] Information that became available in recent days revealed that 
there are new plans to transport crude oil and refined oil products from 
the areas of production in the countries of the Arabian Gulf to the various 
areas of consumption, especially the industrial world, via safe routes 

that are far frem the areas of tension in the Middle East and from the 

more volatile areas or the areas that are more susceptible to disturbances 
if some situations in the area were to take a negative turn. 


On the one hand, information indicates that implementation of the idea of 
establishing a pipeline to carry crude oil from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
to Japan and the countries of the Far East through Oman will not be 

delayed. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has begun studying a project inspired 
by this idea in the context of establishing a 1,500 kilometer pipeline 
between Ra's Tanurah and Oman that would go through al—Rub' al-Khali in the 
kingdom. This would be a preliminary step to making the studies and prepara- 
tions for a special bid to commission the construction of the pipeline. 


Preliminary studies showed that the cost of establishing the aforementioned 
pipeline is estimated at about 4 billion dollars. This project will be the 
subject of severe competition, especially by Japanese companies which were 
among the first to propose the idea for the project and conduct the preli- 
minary studies for it. The Japanese companies did that in response to 
Japanese ideas and interests. They want to provide means for transporting 
oil that would circumvent some of the security dangers to which present 
supply lines through the Straits of Hormuz may be exposed. It is known 

that at present Japan imports about 70 percent of the crude oil it needs 
from tke Gulf area. 


On the other hand the Jordanian newspaper AL-RA'Y reported from reponsible 
Iraqi sources that Iraq would soon begin the preliminary work for building 
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a pipeline to carry oil to the Jordanian port of al-—'Aqabah on the Red Sea. 


Information that is being circulated stated that the estimated length of 
the torthcoming pipeline is 1,3C0O kilometers and that the pipeline would 
spare Iraq from circumnavigating the Arabian Peninsula in the process of 
transporting its oil exports. 


While THE MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC SURVEY, an oil publication which is pub- 
lished in Cyprus, relayed information from yet another standpoint about 
communications that Iraq was conducting with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
build a pipeline to carry the oil that is pumped from the area of al-Basrah 
to a terminal station on the Red Sea across Saudi territory, various 
agencies of the media quoted a statement made by Iraqi minister of oil, Mr 
"Abd-al-Karim Tayih during his recent visit to London. Mr Tayih sais that 
the prolonged war with Iran was forcing Iraq to begin considering the 
possibility of laying a pipeline across Kuwaiti and Saudi territory to 
transport the oil that is ready for export. The Iraqi minister affirmed 
that Lraq had obtained approval from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait for building 
such a pipeline that would be several hundred kilometers long. That pipe- 
Line would transport about 50 million tons of Iraqi oil per year (about 

a million barrels per day). 


In the information he save about the proposed pipeline the Iraqi minister 
Linked the fact that Iraq has not been able to export any oil at all 
through the Gulf because of the war with Iran with Iraq's ability to export 
additional quantities of oil and refined oil products if it had additional 
outlets. [He said that] this was the case at a time when currently produced 
quantities of [Iraqi oil have not yet reached i million barrels per day and 
at a time when [Iraq was using the pipeline between Kirkuk and Banyas in 
Syria--which is not yet operating at full capacity--and the pipeline from 
the [ragi oil fields to a Turkish port on the Mediterranean Sea to export 
the oil it is exporting. 


While none of the Iraqi sources linked the Iraqi pipeline project across 
Jordan to the port of al-'Aqabah with the L[ragqi pipeline project acrss 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to the Red Sea, it was evident from all the informa- 
tion that the two projects were quite different, even though they may com- 
plement each other. 


The fact is that one can look at all these projects from several different 
perspectives without seeing any contradictions. They all agree on the fact 
that these projects ensure safe routes for transporting crude oil exports 
from the exporting countries to the consuming countries. This is equally 
the case with regard to the international oil industry or the exporting 
countries that wish to have more control over the means of exporting their 
products. 


The first perspective from which these projects can be viewed is that they 
expand a general trend which some Gulf countries that export crude oil 
began in the mid seventies--even though they did so unilaterally. The trend 
began when those countries began building the pipelines from those 











countries to ports across routes and lands that were far away trom the area 
of permanent tension and fury in the Middle East and especially via Lebanon 
and Syria, both of which, together with the Resistance, are confronting 
Israei in successive battles. 


Ever since that time these projects were manifested in the following: 


1. A pipeline to transport oil from the Saudi areas of production to the 
port of Yanbu' on the Red Sea across Saudi territory, without going through 
any [other] country. The oil that is ready for export would then be trans- 
ported from the port of Yanbu' across the Red Sea, through the Suez Canal 
and on [either] to western Europe or to other consuming areas in the other 
direction. This pipeline would spare the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and thie 
international oil industry any need for the TAPline pipelines which now 
carry crude oil only in quantities that are needed by the al-—Zarqa' 
refinery in Jordan and the al-Zahrani refinery in Lebanon. That pipeline 
used to transport other quantities of oil for export from al-Zahrani to 
Europe. The bombing of the refinery and che pipeline in Lebanese territory 
during the recent Israeli attack on Lebanon provided certain confirmation 
for the idea of doing away with this pipeline with regard to Saudi oil 
exports. 


2. A pipeline for transporting crude oil from Iraq to Turkey, either to 
meet Turkey's needs or to export the oil to Europe from one of Turkey's 
ports on the Mediterranean Sea. Besides, there is another pipeline Linked 
with the first to transport Iraqi oil for export via the port of al-Basrah. 
Although Iraq's objectives from the two complementary aforementioned pipe- 
lines was to diversify the means of transporting its oil exports, thereby 
enabling Iraq to do without the Iraqi pipeline from Kirkuk to Banyas in 
Syria and from Kirkuk to Tripoli in Lebanon because of the disputes between 
Iraq and Syria, Turkish extortion attempts in the matter of oil transport 
fees or in the matter of Turkey's payments for its Iraqi oil imports, occa- 
sionally caused a few disruptions in Iraqi plans. The war with Iran also 
thwarted the possibility of reaping the benefit of exporting oil from 
al-Basrah and, with the reduction in the negative level of Iraqi-Syrian 
relations, helped restore operations on the Kirkuk-Banyas pipeline. How- 
ever, the war also brought up serious projects for building pipelines to 
transpert oil across Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Jordan to ports on the Red 
Sea. 


Within this trend it is worth referring to new information affirming Iraq's 
need for such projects. This information suggests that the climates of war 
with Lran may last for a long time during which Iraq will not be able to 
export crude oil from outlets on the Gulf. The latest information [in this 
regard] pertains to the recent Turkish attempt to compel Iraq to increase 
its oil exports to Turkey and to grant it easy terms. Turkey also wants to 
force lraq to raise the fees it pays for its oil to flow through the pipe- 
lines that are laid across Turkey, from 38 cents to 1 dollar per barrel, 

Or an increase of 161 percent, at once. Turkey began this attempt during 
the visit which Mr Taha Yasin Ramadan, first deputy prime minister of Iraq, 
made to Turkey in mid August. Mr Ramadan was visiting Turkey to look into 
the development of economic and commercial cooperation between the two 
countries. Turkey was thereby trying to take advantage of Iraq's situation 
and its need tor existing outlets to export its oil. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


FOREIGN MINISTER SAYS ARMY CONTROLLING SITUATION 
Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Nov 81 p 6 
[Interview with Foreign Minister Shah Mohammad Dost ] 


[Text] "The Afghan army is from now on in complete control of the situation throughout 
the country” and "the overwhelming majority of the people support the government and 
the party,” declared the Afghan Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shah Mohammed Dost, in 

a recent interview granted to AFP special correspondent, Alain Faudeux, whe obtained 

a visa to enter Afghanistan. The minister again stated, "The rebellion can no longer 
harm the government or the country" and "we are no longer faced with the problem of 
national reconciliation, because there is no confrontation with the population, but 
only with rebels from outside." "We are stronger than we have ever been since the 
second phase of the revolution" (end of December 1979, date of entrance of Soviet 
troops), he added. 


Recalling discussions of an attempt at political control, Mr Dost stated: "The 
Pakistanis refuse to sit down with us at a conference table, although problems of 
procedure preceding basic negotiations have already been resolved by indirect nego- 
tiations through the secretary general of the United Nations. Nevertheless, we have 
proven our greater flexibility in our proposals of 24 August by accepting bilateral, 
trilateral and multilateral negotiations, as well as the presence of the UN secretary 
general. However, we will not agree to any other forum than that of a meeting of 

the concerned countries." 


The question of Afghanistan should soon be taken up by the United Nations General 
Assembly. It is probably within the perspective of this debate that President Karmal 
developed the thesis of intensification of the "undeclared war" in an interview with 
the Soviet daily LITERATOURNAYA GAZETTA (LE MONDE 29 October). Although he indicated 
that the military situation was "very aatisfactory", the minister of foreign affairs 
did not deny, however, that "the counter-revolutionaries could assassinate, or destroy 
a school or a hospital" but, he stated, “that isn't enough to upset the government." 


The AFP correspondent remarked that large forces of the Afghan army controlled the 
capital where Soviet forces were becoming inconspicuous. In the streets, the 
authorities control the young mea who are likley to enlist in the army. In spite 

of the presence near the city of divisions of the red army, Soviet soldiers are rarely 
seen in Kabul. They would not be allowed to return to the city. 
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On the other hand, the daily KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA writes that the Kandahar region, 
in the southwest of Afghanistan, is the area where the rebels are strongest. In the 
city, “it is impossible to walk peacefully. The terrorists are hunting down members 
of the Afghan party and security agents." The newspaper writes that the region 

is under the threat of a general offensive from "counter-revolutionary bandits" who 
wish to establish an "independent Islamic republic." 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIETS ACKNOWLEDGE REVERSES OF INVASION 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russiar 4 Oct 81 p 4 


[Article by PRAVDA special correspondent I. Shchedrov, Kabul: "Afghanistan: Every- 
day Life in a Distant Province" ] 


[Text] You will not read about the provinces of Farah and Nimruz 

in the far southwestern part of Afghanistan in tourist guidebooks. 

And at the present time it frequently takes several days "by stage- 
coach" across roadless terrain to reach the area, and yet they are 
only a few hundred kilometers distant from the closest major cities -- 
Qandahar or Herat. The Southwestern zone borders on two countries -- 
Pakistan and Iran. In short, these are Afghanistan's extreme border- 
lands. 


A truck convoy carrying food provisions and medical supplies, which on the previous 
day had left Shindand, a small town and administrative seat in Herat. Province, 
escorted by armored personnel carriers, had uneventfully completed almost the en- 
tire journey, when it struck landmines planted by saboteurs only 10 kilometers from 
Farah. Once again there were casualties. In recent months the bandits have been 
refraining from operating in the open or in large forces. Taking refuge in the 
mountains, they prefer to commit acts of sabotage and terrorism. 


We were in luck: we obtained seats@m helicopters traveling southwest from Shindand. 
We reached Farah in 40 minutes. An hour later we passed Zaranj, administrative 
center of Nimruz Province. Mountains, stony deserts with dry stream beds, roads 
few and far between, and a few green oases along narrow streams, which once again 
will flow swift and strong when spring comes; the square black tents of Baluchi 
nomads stand out agcinst the yellowish-gray background. To the south the now ac- 


customed terrain is suddenly interrupted by the blue surfaces of enormous lakes -~- the 
country's largest. The principal rivers of Western Afghanistan -- the Farah and 
the Helmand -- carry the last remnants of their waters into these lakes, which lie 


adjacent to vast lifeless stretches of sands, crossed by a few caravan trails. 

One of these deserts is called the Dasht-i-Margo -- desert of death. This is what 
Seistan -- once the richest granary of the Middle East from Mesopotamia to India -- 
looks like today. Standing as reminders of its past grandeur are dozens of silent 
fortresses and sand-choked or silt-clogged remnants of canals of an ancient agricul- 
tural civilization. 
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Farah is today the main administrative center of the province of the same name and 
the entire Southwest zone. Nestled beyond mountain ranges, it suddenly and un- 
expectedly appears, sprawled out along the bank of the river, with its ancient 
fortress and cleanly laid-out streets, which is quite a rar’ty in Afghan towns. The 
helicopters make one finel circle before landing. People swiftly converge on the 
landing field from all directions. The helicopter was bringing news, the latest 
newspapers, and long awaited supplies. Within about half an hour everything was 
back to normal. The field was empty, while the adobe town, consisting for the most 
part of single-story buildings, continued to live its normal life. The doors of the 
shops, 'dukans," were open wide. Wandering merchants were peddling rugs "right off 
the shoulder.’ There were few women on the streets, and those who were to be seen 
were wearing the paranja. Seated in the shade on small rugs were gray-bearded 
scribes with pens, ink and stacks of paper, looking as if they were right out of 
medieval miniatures. 


While en route from Kabul to Farah on board an "aerial stagecoach," I became 
acquainted with a municipal committee secretary of the People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (PDPA). Muhammed Akbar Maliar is a trimly-built young man with a small 
mustache and an open smile. He looks younger than his 28 years. But the external 
appearance is deceiving. Rafiq (comrade) Maliar had been a party member for 1l years 
now, approximately seven of those as an illegal. He is a native of Farah, from the 
village of Noubahar. He completed 12 years of schooling here in town. He is a 
former teacher. He has served as secretary since the beginning of last year. 


In the difficult situation which still exists in Afghanistan, a party city committee 
secretary must do a great deal personally. As other activists, he always has his 
weapon with him: frequently he must drop whatever he is doing and head out on a conm- 
bat operation. Or, as on this occasion, he must go to Kabul to "obtain" 21 bicycles, 
6 motorcycles, as well as 2 refrigerators -- for the Pioneer camp, and blackboards, 
for the school. After obtaining them, he must arrange for shipment to the province. 


The town has a population of slightly more than 15,000. In a short period of time, 
in spite of a grim situation close to that in a combat zone, the ranks of the PDPA 
have been growing, replacing casualties sustained in combat and losses due to send- 
ing off the best comrades to the republic's armed forces and to other sectors of the 
struggle. There are presently 275 members of the PDPA in 16 party organizations. 

In a year's time the ranks of the Farah organization grew by 115 newly accepted conm- 
rades. The ranks of the Democratic Organization of Youth of Afghanistan also grew, 
as did those of the Democratic Organization of Women of Afghanistan and other mass 
organizations. 


Along with helicopters, local leaders received from Kabul draft regional develop- 
ment plans. Economists believe that this region's fame as an agricultural producer 
can be revived. Studies have already been conducted on the major rivers -- the 
Helmand and the Farah. Plans have been drawn up which cover the next 15-20 years. 


Commencement of extensive implementation of these plans by the people's government 
‘s hindered not only by a lack of funds and know-how but also by the economic war 
unleashed by foreign mercenaries and counterrevolutionaries. Near Zaranj bandits 
are attempting to thwart efforts to clea a freshwater canal, which is of vital 
importance to the town, and in an area where planned dams are to be built, they are 
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attempting to hinder the delivery of needed construction materials and equipment and 
commencement of work on the project. But gradual normalization of the situation is 
already making it possible to begin carrying out these important long-range projects. 


At Band-i-Kamal Khan, on the Helmand River, construction will begin in the fall on the 
largest hydroelectric power complex in the western part of the republic. On com- 
pletion, it will be possible to control river flow both during the seasonal high 
waters and during drought. The plan was drawn up by Afghan specialists. In addi- 
tion, many tens of thousands of hectares of abandoned and virgin lands will be 
developed. It will be possible to grow several crops each year. 


A second large-scale project involves a hydroelectric power complex on the Farah 
River. Several years ago it was included in the national plan, but subsequently, 
due to a lack of funds, the project was halted. Upon completion of the Farah River 
project, which will take from 15 to 20 years, irrigated cropland in the province 
will triple, totaling 100,000 hectares. 


A Farah master development plan extending up to the year 2003, which has been ap- 
proved in Kabul, is already being carried out: new streets are being laid out, and 
the town’s first public recreation park has been established. 


This summer the Farah airport began receiving aircraft of the Bahtar ¢ivil Airlines. 
Preparation work is in the completion stages, and construction will soon begin on an 
almost 70 kilometer modern highway, which will link up with the Herat-Qandahar 
section of Afghanistan's belt highway. Construction is also in the completion 
stages on a teacher-training secondary school, a hotel and public baths in Farah. 

A general-curriculum evening school for adults has opened. Ail 30 schools are 
operating, in spite of the bendits' threats to take reprisals against teachers and 
pupils. 


Quite recently a mass rally was held in Farah, at which construction officially 

began on the first cultural center in the western part of the country, to contain 

a cinema, library, and facilities for amateur performing arts activities. And this 
is taking place in a region of almost total illiteracy, which even today contains 

not a single cinema or theater. Also in operation here is an agricultural secondary 
school, established during the years of people's rule. The republic's third machine- 
tractor station, the first in the western part of the country, will soon be estab- 
lished. 


I spoke with peasants from nearby villages, artisans and shopkeepers -- there are as 
yet no enterprises in the town: they approve of the steps being taken by the 
people's government to improve the quality of life and to develop the region, and 
they condemn the activities of the counterrevolutionary bands. 


I should like to finish my report on the new life in Farah with the story of 
Baghepul ("Garden by the Bridge"). At one time this was the residence of a scion 
of the royal family and governor of this distant region. The people's government 
decided that "Garden by the Bridge" should become a Pioneer camp. And they 
proceeded to open such a camp. The bandits threatened to burn it to the ground. 

In spite of threats, however, the camp became reality on the banks of the ancient 
Farah River. Everything has been provided for the rest and recreation of the 
children of working people in facilities burnt down by the bandits and rebuilt dur- 
ing volunteer labor days. 
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One reaches Baghepul from town by crossing a bridge across the Farah River. One 
immediately finds oneself in a shady green area of cypress, pomegranate and other 
fruit trees. 


Boys and girls,who have come here from many localities in the southwestern part of 
the country, assembled in formation behind the banner, to the accompaniment of 
bugle and drum, adorned in crimson ties. 


We subsequently took a tour of the camp. There was a swimming pool and an athletic 
field. The iron double-decker army bunk beds -- a gift to the children from the 
military garrison -- were set up in the living quarters of the former governor's 
palace. Afolkinstrument which looked like a mini-organ was standing on the porch: 
amateur performing artists were preparing a concert for parents. Pathan,Baluchi, 
and Tajik live here as one big happy family. During these difficult days they do not 
forget their brothers and fathers, many of whom have fallen in battle at the hands 
of mercenaries, fighting for a new life. The camp's Pioneer detachments bear the 
names of fallen heroes. Major Abdul Aziz was chief of police of Farah Province. He 
was killed in May of this year. Many of the children in the detachment named after 
him remember well this fearless commander. 


Second-grader Amanulla Salem Muhammed is at camp together with his three little 
brothers. Their father, member of a volunteer detachment for defense of the revolu- 
tion, was also killed. But the detachment bears the name of Babahli, a comrade in 
arms of their father, one of the heroes who have died fighting for a better future. 


On our return journey we could see from the bridge a motion picture flashing on the 
white cloth of a jury-rigged screen. Patrons from the neighboring military sub- 
unit had brought the children a mobile motion picture projection unit. They also 
promised to tell the children about the difficult field operation they had completed 
a few days previously. Over a period of two weeks, smashing the remnants of counter- 
revolutionary bands, they had traveled by vehicle approximately 1,300 kilometers 
across the stony deserts and drifting sands of Seistan, in heat reaching 50 degrees 
Celsius, so that the children and the entire Afghan people could live in peace, so 
that their dreams of a bright future could come true. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


LATEST MUJAHEDIN COMBAT SUCCESSES REVIEWED 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 21 Nov 81 p 6 


[Article by Ernst Levy: "The Mujahedin Are Today In Control of the Major Portion 
of Afghanistan--Victories over Soviet Occupying Forces--Moscow's Embassy Attacked" ] 


[Text] Frankfurt, 20 November--During the last few months the Afghan Mujahedin 
(freedom fighters) have had considerable success in their fight against the Soviet 
occupation troops and Babrak Karmal's communist regime. This is reflected less in 
spectacular battles and conquests (though even here we might cite the de facto 
seizure of the southeastern provincial capital of Kandahar), than in the spread of 
areas throughout the country which are under their control. There are recurring 
indications for this in the Soviet party newspaper PRAVDA which, whenever possible, 
tries to give only positive news reports about its communist-dominated neighboring 
country. Thus on 4 October PRAVDA published a 4-column report from Afghanistan 
about the mining of roads, attacks on food and medicine transports and other sabo- 
tage and terrorist operations on the part of the resistance fighters to whom they 
refer as "counterrevolutionaries" and "bandits." Since that date there has been 
no end to reports in Soviet papers about attacks in Afghanistan. 


According to travelers returning from Afghanistan, the Mujahedin now control 
practically the entire country with the exception of troop concentration areas. 
Even in the cities on can expect gunfire at any time. It is possible that the 
increase in attacks is responsible for the disappearance of Soviet soldiers from 
the Kabul street scene and their retreat to their own camps and settlements. 
During the last few weeks the suburban Soviet embassy has been repeatedly attacked 
by Mujahedin rockets. Even the soviet soldiers’ living quarters near the capital 
are no longer safe from such attacks. 


Road traffic between individual cities of the country are today almost entirely 
under Mujahedin control. Because of this, drivers of private bus and truck lines 
carry identification papers issued by the Mujahedin so as to be able to pass 
through the freedom fighters’ control posts. The bus drivers especially carry 
food to the Mujahedin. Anyone disobeying the Mujahedins' orders receives a 
warning from them and can in an emergency count on more severe measures. The 
government in Kabul is well aware of this, but is umable to do anything aobut it 
without risking the complete collapse of intra-Afghan traffic on which the 
country's supply lines depend. Government trucks and buses daring to travel on 
Afghan roads frequently fail to arrive at their destinations because the drivers 
are shot by the Mujahedin. 
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The country’s food supply remains adequate, but prices have increased considerably. 
One kilo of meat for example costs the equivalent of DM 12-15 today, as compared 
with DM 3 previously. Increases in food costs are primarily a factor of the diffi- 
cult transport situation, especially in the direction of the capital of Kabul. Not 
every food shipment reaches its destination and those which reach the big cities 
have usually made appropriate contributions to the Mujahedin. To pay for military 
equipment, the Mujahedin have lately been prospecting for emeralds which are found 
near the surface in the Panjir valley. 


Recruitment of resistance fighters in the country is almost automatic since every 
male Afghan who loses relatives by actions of Soviet troops of Karmal xsrmy members 
leaves for the mountains in accordance with the old law of vendetta. There he joins 
the Mujahedin in their battle against the enemy to avenge the death of his relatives. 


The resistance groups operating out of Pakistan have lately seen a greater increase 
in recruits than heretofore by way of a new recruiting method among border-crossing 
male refugees. The Mujahedins’ argument used with these refugees is that inasmuch 
as they have fled the Russian troops and the communist regime, they are enemies of 
that regime and must therefore fight against it. It is said that because of this, 
many Afghan refugees, are not remaining in Pakistan as in the past but merely use 
that country as a station on their way to India. In India they either settle down 
for good or try, more than anything else, to continue their travel into the FRG. 
This new itinerary of Afghan refugees appears to be a new development which started 
about 3 months ago. India itself, though allied with the USSR in a friendship 
pact, is said not to interfere with the incoming Afghan refugees in any way. 


In the meantime, the strongest foreign-based Afghan resistance group, led by 
Hekmatyar, has published in the last issue of its monthly publication RAHI-HAGH 
(The Way of Truth), which appears in Iran in Farsi, an account of its fight against 
Soviet troops and Babrak Karmal's army during the March-September 1981 period. 
According to this report, Hekmatyar's resistance fighters destroyed during those 6 
months one enemy aircraft, 4 helicopters, 376 armored vehicles, 146 trucks and 
gasoline transports and 15 jeeps. During the same period, the Mujahedin captured 
432 rifles, 195 Kalashnikovs, 200 hand grenades, 30,244 items of ammunition of var- 
ious sorts and 47 radio transmitters. According to RAHI-HAGH, the resistance 
fighters during this period «killed 34 Soviet officers and 16 officers of the Karmal 
army. The number of Soviet soldiers killed is given as 3,556, and 922 Afghan 
soldiers. In addition, during the six-month period 241 Afghan civilians were killed 
who were members of the two wings of the communist Democratic People's Party of 
Afghanistan. In addition, 138 Afghan soldiers of fortune are said to have been 
killed, who had voluntarily offered their services to Karmal's army in return for 


pay. 
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PLANS OF BALUCHESTAN LIBERATION ORGANIZATION OUTLINED 


Zurich NEVE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG in German No 277, 29-30 Nov 81 p 5 
[interview with Ataullah Mengal, London BLO Representative/ 


[text] A cool and rainy night in one of the nondescript suburbs in the north of 
London. In the cramped living room of a typical English house, an immigrant is 
speaking with excitement and animation of his homeland, 10,000 kilometers away. 
Ataullah Mengal, one of the sardars or tribal leaders from Pakistani Baluchestan, 
is an easy man to like right off. He is a wiry, gaunt man of more than 50 wear- 
ing Western clothes. His face is long and pale; he has thin hair, dark eyes that 
stare at you and a thin, carefully trimmed beard. Ataullah Mengal no longer be- 
lieves that Baluchestan has a future as part of Pakistan. In his view, the Ba- 
luchi nation can survive only in its own, completely sovereign state. For Mengal, 
armed resistance against the central government in Islamabad is merely a question 
of time. The hot war will come as soon as money and weapons are available and as 
goon as enough guerillas have been trained, 


Examples from History 


Ataullah Mengal is the London representative of the Baluchestan Liberation Orga- 
nization (BLO) which he himself founded in the British capital st July. He sees 
the BLO as the most recent link in a long chain of attempts to transform Faluche- 
stan into a sovereign state. The first serious attempt to achieve this goal goes 
back to the 15th century when the legendary tribal leader Mir Chakar Rind succee- 
ded, if only for a short time, in creating a union among the Baluchi tribes from 
the Makran coast to the Quetta of today. The confederation of Kalat, founded in 
1666, endured somewhat longer. Nasir Khan, the 6th khan of Kalat who reigned in 
the second half of the 18th century, succeeded in creating the most sophistica- 
ted political system ever in Baluchi history. There was a wazir (prime minister), 
two legislative councils (an "upper" and a “lower house"), an army and a cen- 
trally administered system of taxation— this latter fact, however, being a 
matter of dispute among historians, After Afghan suserainty was broken in 1758, 
Kalat enjoyed full sovereignty until the arrival of the British. 
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"The Great Game" between the English crown and the Russian czar brought Afgnani~ 
stan a guarantee of statehood; but for Baluchestan, which the Emglish thought of 
great strategic value, it meant the end of sovereignty. After heavy fighting 
which lasted more than 40 years, Kaiat was finally subdued. The English colonial 
administration partitioned Baluchi territory systematically and at will, creating 
a Persian Baluchestan west of the "Goldsmith Line;" an Afghan Baeluchestan north 
of the "Durand Line;" a British Baluchestan south of the “Durand Line" and four 
principalities by the grace of Britain: Knaran, Makran, las Bela and a lesser 
version of Kalat which still rated a 19=gun salute, however. 


Annexation by Pakistan 


After the Inglish hastily quit the subcontinent in 1947, led by vicerey Mount— 
batten, the then khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmad Yar Khan Baluch, at first theught that 
his principality would regain both its fall sovereignty and its lost territories. 
In his view, the khanate could under no circumstances become part of an Indian 
union of whatever configuration. Bven during the thirties, during the struggle 
for independence, a free and independent Baluchestan had already been the goal 
of the Kalat National Party which Mengal looks upom as a direct political ante- 
cedent of his own BLO. The khan, who was worried in the main about maintaining 
his privileges, proclaimed Kalat's independence on 15 August 1947 but agreed at 
the same time to the transfer of all former British rightz to the newly created 
atate of Pakistan. In order to achieve the complete amalgamation of the khanate 
with Pakistan, the Pakistani army marched on Kalat in late March 1948. The khan 
immediately gave in; but his brother, Prince Abdul Karim, who had fled to Afgha- 
nistan with several hundred men, unsuccessfully proclaimed the independence of 
Kalat in the name of the Baluch National Liberation Committee. The sardars were 
not in agreement, either; but the die had been cast. Kalat now was a part of 
Pakistan, 


In 1955, the provinces of West Pakistan were combined to form one single admini- 
strative unit. The official reason given was the need for more efficiency; but 
the real reason was that the dominant Punjabis were afraid that the Bengalis of 
East Pakistan might join forces with the ethnic minorities of West Pakistan. In 
the aftermath, the Baluchis, demanding autonomy, voiced their opposition so 
strongly that the army entered Kalat once again on 6 October 1958 and arrested 
the khan who had long since been stripped of his power. A few days later, a 
skizmish between Baluchi tribesmen and regular army units took place in the 
mountain village of Wad, which is stili remembered today. For more than a year 
after that, several hundred partisans led by 90 year-old tribal chieftain Nauros 
Khan offered strong resistance, The mumber of those who believed that only armed 
force would help bring about an autonomous or perhaps even a sovereign homeland 
for the Baluchis kept on growing. By 1963, the guerilla organization Parari, 
established by Ske Mohammad Marri, disposed of strongpoints in almost all of Ba- 
luchestan. Until 1969, when the unification of the provinces of West Pakistan was 
rescinded, there were sporadic engagements between the Pararis and the army under 
the command of General Tikka Khan, called the “butcher of Baluchestan" by the 
rebels because of his unscrupulous methods. 
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Prom Autonomy to Secession 


Despite a cessation of hostilities, most of the guerillas, now led by Mir Hazar 
Ramkhani, Sher Mohammad Marri‘’s former deputy, remained underground, In 1973, 
after autonomy negotiations broke down, the then prime minister Bhutto dissolved 
the provincial government headed by Mengal and placed well-kmown Baluchi leaders 
under arrest. This provided the starting signal for a fierce struggle for libera- 
tion which, however, has gone almost wnnoticed throughout the world. By the middle 
of 1974, the Pararis had seized practical control ower large parts of the province. 
Since the Shah of Iran was worried about the unrest spreading to his portion of 
Baluchestan—where the Baluchestan Liberation Front (BLF), supported by Iraq, had 
been active between 1968 and 1973—he supplied Bhutto with modern helicopters. In 
early September 1974, a 3<day battle took place near Chamalang in which the arny 
displayed its newly acquired technical superiority without mercy. Chamalang is the 
traditional summer grazing area of the nomads of the Marris tribe. This attack on 
the summer camp forced the Pararis to wage a hopeless, open battle. Thousands of 
Marris fled to the southe=n part of Afghanistan; the Pararis gained more adherents 
and turned into an out-and-out secessionist movement, changing their name to 
Baluch People's Liberation Front (BPLF). 


After Bhutto's overthrow, the new head of state, General Zia, released 6,000 pri- 
soners, among them Mengal, in August 1977. But Zia was not and still is not in 
the mood to grant autonomy. The BPLF remained in Afghanistan even after the 
Soviet invasion but unlike most Afghan Baluchis does not take part in the fight 
against the invaders and the Babrak Karmal regime, Some 4,000 Pakistani Baluchis, 
most of them Marris, Mengal says, still live in camps in the Kandahar region to 
day. Neither the BPLF, nor the BLO really has to worry about gaining adherents, 
The Baluch Students Organization (BSO) and the BSO—dAwami splinter group consti- 
tute a never-ending reservoir of nationalists no longer willing to negotiate, 


The Mengal~Bizenjo-—Marri Triumvirate 


Previously, Mengal belonged to the more moderate faction which would have been 
satisfied with genuine autonomy as a part of Pakistan. But now he, too, insists 
on the creation of a sovereign state of Baluchestan and a re-drawing of the 
frontiers established by the British. There can only be a (Greater) Baluchestan, 
he says, but will not be pinned down as to its size. Bandar Abbas in Iran, which 
was included in Greater Baluchestan in former maps, is not a part of it, he says. 
But the Der Ghazi Khan district in the northeast is. Autonomy as a part of Paki- 
stan will no longer do as a goal today, since the Punjabis are unwilling to dis 
card their colonial attitude toward the minority provinces, Mengal draws a par 
allel to East Pakistan, the present Bangladesh, which was exploited by West Paki- 
stan until it finally seceded. He no longer has any confidence in the central 
govermment., He recalls the promise of free conduct for Abdul Karim and Nauroz 
Khan, sworn on the Koran but broken nonetheless; he accuses the army of extreme 
brutality and says that the dominant Punjabis are unwilling to compromise in 


any way. 
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To a large extent it is probably to Mengal’s credit thet the very heterogeneous 
Baluchi resistance movement is not really torm by intermal dissension. The one 
extreme is represented by the long militant sardar of the Marris, Khair Bux 
Marri, who ceased believing in political solutions long ago. It is no accident 
that Marri tribesmen ars dominant in the BPLF, in the early seventies, Khair 
Bux Marri was chairman of the National Awami Party which ran the government in 
Baluchestan. He would not affix his signature te the constitution worked out by 
Bhutto in 1973 because he felt the autonomy provisions contained therein were 
meaningless. Lateron, he asked General Zia to withdraw all ammy units from Balu- 
chestan as a precondition for taiks, Uniike all the other sardars, Marri has 
close ties to Baluchi tradition which he combines, however, with his own parti- 
cular brand of MarxismLeninisn, 


A far more moderate position is taken by Mir Ghaus Bux Bizenjo, whom the know= 
ledgable American journalist Selig S. Harrison considers one of the most able 
of Pakistani politicians (cf: In Afghanistan's Shedow: Baluch Nationalism and 
Soviet Temptations, New York and Washington 1981). Bizenjo does not yet pre- 
clude a political solution which enables the Baluchis to maintain their indepen- 
dence, His Pakistan National Party—a successor to the National Awami Party, 
which is outlawed along with all other politicai parties—<has a great deal of 
support among the Baluchi population. Bisenjo feels that the Baluchestan pro- 
blem camnot be geparated from the basic problem of the entire region which 
consists of fowr artificially oreated states (Iran, Afghanisten, Pakistan and 
India) each of which comprises not just one but several nations. As early as 
1947, he enthusiastically called for e sovereign national state of Baluchestan 
in the parliament of Kalat. Today, he is enthusiastic about how the Soviet 
Union—-in theory, if not in practice-=proposes to solve the nationalities que- 
stion by granting autonomous status, Bizsenjo's pro-Soviet position must also 
be seen in the light of repeated U.S. military aid to the Pakistani central 
government, The weapons thus supplied have often enough been used against the 
tribes, In addition to Mengal, Marri and Bizenjo to whom Harrison refers as 
the triumvirate of the Baluchi resistance, there are other moderates who have 
spoken out in favor of Baluchi national identity: Nawab Akbar Bugti, the sar- 
dar of the Bugti tribe amd Sher Baz Mazari who hails from Dera Ghazi Khan di- 
strict, a part of the Northwest Frontier region, 


Mengal believes that a free Greater Baluchestan, containing at least 7.5 million 
inhabitants, could survive. Enough food could be grown to fill domestic needs. 
Fnergy resources such as natural gas, coal and oil are in abundant supply as 
well as other natural resources such az copper and onyx. The 900—-kilometer 
coastline would permit the cowtry to build up a prepserous fishing industry. 
But even if an independent Baluchestan could indeed become viable, it could not 
really come into existence, as Mengal readily admits, without outside help. 
Although he really is averse to becoming involved with big power politics, Men- 
gal says, if one of the big powers were to oppose Baluchi efforts to achieve in- 
dependence, the Baluchis would have to lock to the other for help. And Mengal 
leaves no doubt about the fact that the one power he ig referring to is the 
United States and the other is the Soviet Union. But for the time being no 
outside assistance is supposedly forthcoming, Both he and the BLO are making do 
with what they themselves have, 
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A New "Great Game" ? 


For global strategists, the Baluchestan question offers a broad spectrum of acti- 
vity today. What is of greater interest to the Soviet Union: a formally indepen- 
dent Baluchestan; a Greater Afghanistan reaching to the Arabian Sea, or a Paki- 
stan, weakened by inner tensions ? Or, would it not be easier to gain access to 
the Persian-Arabic Gulf——insofar as the Soviet Union actually does pursue this 
goal——through an Iran which threatens to slide into chaos ? Following selig Harri- 
son's lead, one could argue that Baluchi resistance increases Soviet options. 

With the strong support of the Baluchis, Moscow could exert a good deal of pressure 
on Islamabad and possibly on Tehran, Addressing himself to Pakistan, foreign mi- 
nister Gromyko outlined the Balkanization scenario once before. U.S. freedom of 
action, on the other hand, is considerably limited by the Baluchestan problem— 
for instance with regard to arms supplies for Pakistan or the Afghan mojahedin— 
since the Soviet Union could counter by supporting the Baluchis and other mino- 
rities. India, which would like to expand its role as the leading power in the 
area, may find strengthening the Baluchis attractive in view of the concomitant 
weakening of Pakistan. But Mengal is not looking to India for help. One might 
interpret the sardar's thinking as follows: with whom the Baluchis will come to 
terms will depend less on political principle than on expediency. The way is 

clear for a new "Great Game". The players may now take their seats at the table. 
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EGYPT 


"MAY' REVEALS DETAILS OF DETAINEES' RELEASE 
PMO21551 Cairo MAY in Arabic 30 Nov 81 pl 


[Report by chief editor Ibrahim Sa'dah: "Why Did President Mubarak Decide 
To Release the Politicians?" ] 


[Text] President Husni Mubarak summoned the socialist public prosecutor to a 
private meeting in al-'Urubah Palace. At the meeting the president asked about 
the progress made in the investigations which the prosecutor's office has been 
carrying out with the detainees--both politicians and nonpoliticians--since 

the beginning of September. The socialist prosecutor said that investigations 
are continuing and that the detainees are being interrogated in accordance with 
an agreed schedule. 


President Mubarak asked: "Are there any specific charges against the detainees 
involving state safety and security?" Counselor "Abd al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Ali, 

the socialist public prosecutor, replied: "There is the case of communicating 
with a foreign state, of which some of the detainees are accused." President 
Mubarak said: "We will absolutely not be lenient in this case. After you 

are through with it, refer it to state security prosecution.” 


The public prosecutor said: "The case of communicating with a foreign state 
aside, we are interrogating the rest of the detainees--politicians and 
journalists--about their actions and writings." 


The president said: "I want an urgent evaluation of these people's position 
in light of the investigation." 


Counselor ‘Abd al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Ali promised to prepare such an evaluation within 
a week for submission to the president. The meeting was over. 


After a week the socialist public prosecutor asked for a meeting with the 
president. The meeting was fixed for the following day. Counselor 

"Abd al-Qadir Ahmad 'Ali submitted to the president a full evaluation of the 
politicians’ position and the actions for which they were being investigated. 


President Husni Mubarak found that the charges against them were no longer rele- 


vant, particularly in the light of the great danger which the country has been 
facing and which culminated in the assassination of the late leader Anwar al-Sadat. 
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After reading the report submitted to him by the socialist public prosecutor 
the president held meeting with a number of his aides who are responsible 
for the various government organs. At the meeting the president acquainted 
his aides with the public prosecutor's report. The president then asked: 


"Is there anything in the actions attributed to the 31 detained politicians 
that constitutes any danger to Egypt's security, or has any connection been 
made with the incidents of sectarian strife or with the terror plan we are now 
confronting?" 


Those present were unanimous in completely excluding the existence of such a 
connection. All the security organs confirmed that the charges against the 
politicians have nothing to do with the sectarian strife or the terror plan. 


The meeting ended without any of those present knowing what President Mubarak 
had in mind or the reason why they were summoned to discuss this matter. 


Before those present left the meeting President Mubarak asked Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of the Interior Nabawi Isma'il to order two vehicles 

to transport a number of the detained politicians, because he might meet them 
and talk to them at a later date. 


The following day President Mubarak ordered that a place be prepared in 
al-'Urubah Palace to receive 50 persons expected to arrive the following morning. 
The president did not reveal the names of those persons but ordered his private 
secretariat to prepare for their arrivals and entry into the palace. The 
president only said: I will tell you the names tomorrow. 


Immediately on his arrival at al-'Urubah Palace the following morning, the 
president went to the place prepared to receive the 50 persons. He looked at 
it and at the chairs lined up there, and nodded with approval. He then went 
to his office to begin his daily work. 


President Mubarak then telephones Nabawi Isma'il in his office at the Ministry 
of the Interior. He told him: "I would like you to bring over the politicians 
whose names we reviewed. Bring them to al-'Urubah Palace by car without 
telling them where they are going." 


Up to this moment nobody knew what the president wanted to do or to say to the 
politicians. 


Nabawi Isma'il carried out the president's instructions. 
The cars picked up the politicians either from jail or from hospital. First 


they were told that they were going to see the socialist prosecutor, and later 
they were told that they were to meet the president at al-'Urubah Palace. 
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The meeting took place and was attended by [first deputy prime minister] 
Dr Fu'ad Muhyi ad-Din and by Nabawi Isma'il. Everybody was surprised by 
the president's decision to release them all and to allow them to return to 


their homes and normal life. The decision had wide repercussions in popular 
circles. 


President Mubarak sees what he did as something normal and to be expected. 
The decision to detain a number of citizens last September was not an 
indefinite decision, meaning that they were to be detained indefinitely. 
Rather it was a specific decision depending on the outcome of the investiga- 
tions being carried out by the socialist public prosecutor's office. 


It was clear to the president, on the basis of the report which counselor 
"Abd al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Ali submitted to him, that the maximum action that could 
be taken against some of the detainees was to refer them to the court of 


ethics to be questioned about their actions and about their writings in the 
local and foreign press. 


President Mubarak found that the security situation created recently by the 
terror plan makes it imperative to rally everybody and calls for the solidarity 
of everybody--both supporters and opposition--in order to protect the safety 
and security of Egypt against the grave consequences of this plan. Thus the 
president decided to release 31 politicians--a decision that could apply 
equally to anyone whose stand is cleared and whose innocence is proved. 


cso: 4504/103 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


AFRICAN, NONALIGNED ROLES--President Muhammad Husni Mubarak has emphasized 
Egypt's role on the African continent and the importance underlying the boost- 
ing of Egyptian-African relations in all domains. The president also delineated 
the importance of bolstering the nonaligned movement and of promoting Egypt's 
role against the attempts which are aimed at harming this movement. The president 
made the above statement during the meeting which he held this morning with 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali and Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Dr Butrus Ghali. After the meeting, Dr Butrus Ghali 
stated that he had submitted to President Mubarak a complete plan for the moves 
which Egypt will make within the coming months within two groups of African 
states and of nonaligned states. He added that the president approved of these 
moves, which are basically aimed at activating cooperation between Egypt and the 
African states and at bolstering African unity, in addition to emphasize Egypt's 
role within the group of nonaligned states, defining the nonaligned movement's 
concepts so they can conform with the new international conditions and preserving 
these concepts from the deviations which are endangering them. Dr Butrus Ghali 
said that Kamal Hasan 'Ali submitted to the president the plan for the takeover 
of the remaining part of the Sinai and that the deputy prime minister and foreign 
minister will meet with the pertinent ministers next Tuesday to discuss which 
installations Egypt needs so that these installations can be kept in the Sinai 
prior to the final Israeli withdrawal, [Text] [NC281554 Cairo Domestic Service 

in Arabic 1500 GMT 28 Nov 81] 


cso: 4504/103 


41 





IRAN 


STUDENT DESCRIBES PEOPLE'S PLIGHT IN TEHRAN 
Zurich DIE WELTWOCHE in German 4 Nov 81 p 13 


[Text] The following letter was received in the West only a few days ago; it was 
written by an Iranian student. As active now as he once was in anti-Shah demon- 
strations in his country, he supports the anti-Khomeyni movement. He shows definite 
sympathies for the radical leftist popular Modjahedin and the Feddayin, without 
however belonging to these organizations or to any political party. 


"We live in fear and terror. People walk through the streets as if numbed, as if 
they cannot shake off the dreadful nightmare. Every evening the television shows 
pictures of youthful prisoners who have refused te give their names. The attorney 
general then orders the viewers and the '36 million counter-espionage organizations 
to denounce the prisoners and to identify them.' We weep quietly to ourselves, go 
to bed and cannot sleep. In the morning we arise and hear on the radio the report 
of that night's executions. Such is the way that each new day begins. 


I am disgusted at the international human rights organizations. During the reign 
of the Shah they were so active, and now they will scarcely move a finger against 
the mass execution of our young people. The Left of Europe once demonstrated 
against the Shah, took to the streets, exposed themselves to police attacks. 
Where are they today, why is their voice not heard against Khomeyni? During his 
37 years in power the Shah did not kill nearly as many people as these mullah- 
beasts have in the past three years. 


The revolutionary guards can break into our apartments at any time in search of 
suspected literature and weapons. If they take a member of the household with 
them, his family will hear nothing more from him for months. Not a word about his 
whereabouts, his fate. If he is lucky, then he will turn up one day and say that 
his arrest was due to a ‘misunderstanding. ' 


The aged Khomeyni is still supported by a part of our illiterate masses, as well 

as by hooligans, criminals, thieves, alcoholics, social elements and some merchants 
in the bazaars. These bazaar merchants belong to the Islamic Republican party and 
get as their reward monopoly rights for all imports. Billions have flowed into 
their pockets. As for the suffering masses, this swindler of an ayatollah has 
persuaded them that Islam is in danger and that the time of the prophet has returned. 
Everyone must reach for his weapon in the ‘desert of Kerbala' and fight to pre- 
serve Islam. Khomeyni deceived the whole Iranian nation when he set forward his 
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empty promises from his Parisian exile: freedom, democracy, independence. These 
great words are not worth a cent any longer. Whoever even speaks the word "freedom 
will soon feel the lash or even bullets. Democracy has lost all content. As for 
independence: this mad old man has made us dependent upon other countries as we 
never were under the Shah. Because our imports have risen astronomically, we are 
no longer producing anything and exports have fallen to a dangerous low. 


As an Iranian I will never forget the attitude of different countries toward us. 
The Russians have named the bestial executioner Khalkhali a ‘hero' and are laughing 
at the entire Iranian nation. The Moscow~-loyal Tudeh party kisses Khomeyni's feet, 
knowing full well that this is the only way they can exist against the will of the 
people. With inhuman smugness Fidel Castro dismisses Khomeyni's crimes with the 
justification, 'We also had thousands of counterrevolutionaries in Cuba after the 
revolution." And America is happy that the progressive Left and its organizations 
have been destroyed, hoping that by some coup d'etat the Right will return to power 
in Iran. 


Today we are inhabitants of a country that has been left in the lurch. The econom- 
ically most important parts of the country are occupied by the Iraqi enemy. All 
because of a war which this evil old man set in motion to export his decadent 
Islamic revolution. We have 2 million people left homeless because of the war, a 
million and a half Afghanistani refugees who fled from their proletarian paradise 
into a land scourged by an Isiamic catastrophe. In addition we have 6 million un- 
employed, almost half of the working age population. We stand in line for eggs, 
butter, milk, yogurt, meat, chicken, soap, washing powder, sugar, etc, etc. Our 
young people are condemned to idelness and self-destruction, even to drugs, despite 
the severe penalties. If the universities ever open again there will no longer be 
any normal, politically objective entrance examination. Only those who are on ‘the 
correct path of Khomeyni,' on the path of this sect-ridden Islam, will be admitted. 
This will be determined by the mullahs and the ayatollahs. And so the most in- 
telligent segment of our young people capable of university study will be excluded 
from the universities and stupidity and bigotry will be rewarded. This year the 
sympathizers of the popular Mojahedin have been excluded even from the elementary 
schools and high schools. These poor children will be punished for life. 


Khomeyni is like a bulldozer: he destroys and destroys and destroys. He rebuilds 
nothing. For three years now. How much longer?" 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


BANI-SADR'S RETURN--Hanover, 2 Dec (DPA)--Iranian former president Bani-Sadr, 
who has taken refuge in France, has announced that he will return to his 
country "very soon." In an interview with Hanover NEUE PRESSE (Thursday 
edition) he said: "I am preparing for a return. I would like to enter 
officially but if that is impossible, secretly, and soon." According to 
Bani-Sadr, who was deposed as president by Khomeyni, leader of the Iranian 
revolution, "Khomeyni's despotic regime is completely finished." "Unless 

the present economic situation improves Khomeyni's overthrow is imminent. 

He ought to step up oil production but the installations have been destroyed 
by bombs." There is, therefore, "no salvation." According to the ex-president, 
"the Americans are counting on an overthrow by force" in Iran. A coup would 
suit the United States "to perfection," he said. An edited version of the 
interview was prereleased to DPA by the paper. [Text] [LD022130 Hamburg DPA 
in German 2032 GMT 2 Dec 81] 


CSO: 4620/12 
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TRAQ 


MINISTER OF RELIGIOUS TRUSTS DISCUSSES KHOMEYNI'S RELIGIOUS CLAIMS 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 201, 28 Sep 81 pp 28-29 


[Interview With Nuri Faysal Shahir, Iraqi minister of religious trusts, by Salah 
Fa'iq: "Nuri Faysal Shahir, Iraqi Minister of Religious Trusts, tec AL-DUSTUR: 
"Khomeyni Alleges That As Religion, Islam Is Not Yet Complete'"] 


[Text] Islamic Organizations Conference: Nuri Faysal Shahir, Iraqi minister 

of religious trus<¢s and religious affairs, came to London as Iraq's representa- 
ive to the Islamic Organizations Conference, which was held in the British 

capital recently. On the occasion, AL-DUSTUR conducted this interview with him: 


[Question] What is the goal behind the convocation of this conference in London 
and what are the delegations that have taken part in it? 


[Answer] The fundamental goal of the conference is to celebrate the 15th cen- 
tennial anniversary of the prophet's migration. This celebration was more like 
a conference for the Islamic organizations in England and Ireland. It has been 
attended by representatives of the Islamic associations of the Islamic minorities 
that live in this country, in addition to Islamic delegations from the 
Netherlands, the Gulf states and representatives of the Islamic organizations 

in Europe. One of the objectives behind the holding of this conference was also 
to get acquainted with the activities of the Islamic associations and to adopt 
resolutions concerning Muslims generally. The Iraqi delegation has contributed 
distinguished efforts in this regard by enriching the conference with studies 
and positive proposals. The conference has adopted important resolutions that 
strengthen the Muslims in England, Ireland and Europe generally and in the 
Muslim world as well. 


The most important of these resolutions are: 


1. Condemnation of the heresies introduced by Khomeyni against Islam and 
leading to distortion of the imeve of Islam in the world. 


2. Condemnation of Khomeyni's cooperation with the Zionist regime and with the 
United States through the purchase of their weapons to strike the Muslim Iraqi 
people. 


3. Condemnation of Khomeyni's regime for its failure to respond to the cease- 
fire calls even though Iraq has expressed its readiness for such a cease-fire 
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frequently and has shown complete understanding toward the efforts of the Islamic 
mediation committee, the nonaligned committee and the UN committee. But the 
intransigence of Khomeyni's regime has obstructed the achievement of a solution. 


The conference in its entirety has come to understand that Iraq did not begin 
the war, that Iran is the one that launched the aggression, that Iraq has no 
ambitions in Iranian territories and that all Iraq wants is the legitimate 
Iraqi rights and nonintervention in its domestic affairs. 


[Question] The resolutions also condemn Khomeyni's falsifications and allega- 
tions. What are these falsifications and allegations? 


[Answer] The first falsification is the title Khomeyni has given himself, 
namely, the title of ayatollah, which doesn't exist in Islam or in other 
religions. The second falsification is Khomeyni's declaration 2 months after 

he had seized power that as a religion Islam is not yet complete, that the 
message of Islam and of the venerable Koran is still deficient and that the 
awaited mahdi will appear to complete this message, according to Khomeyni's 
claims. Were it not for Iraq's position, Khomeyni would have followed this 
allegation by saying that he is the awaited mahdi. This, of course, is in contra- 
diction to the religion and the words of the Koran. Khomeyni has also claimed 
that the remains of Imam ‘Ali were moved from al-Najaf to Qom, keeping in mind 
that Khomeyni had worshipped in the presence of Imam ‘Ali's remains [in al-Najaf] 
for many years. Khomeyni has alleged this for political reasons aimed at moving 
the religious tenure [to Qom]. There has also been the slogan: "God is great, 
Khomeyni is great."' Thus, Khomeyni's name is coupled with the name of the 
Almighty. This is atheism and infidelity. On the other hand, can a Muslim 
cooperate with the Zionists? The archenemy of Islam at present is Zionism. 

In his cooperation with the Zionists to get weapons with which to strike the 
Muslim Iraqi people, Khomeyni is committing the worst form of blasphemy. There 
is also the closing of the universities and the distortion of Islam's image in 
the West. Khomeyni claims that the universities are against Islam. He has 

also abolished the ministry of information. Khomeyni has thus become the guide, 
the jurisprudent and the reference for all Muslims, according to his claim. 

This has been even laid down in the new Iranian constitution. This is only a 
part of the distortions and falsifications that Khomeyni has committed against 
Islam. This behavior is dangerous to Islam itself because it comes from within 
religion itself to exploit religion for political purposes. 





[Question] Is this another reason for the present Iraq-Iran war? 


[Answer] In fact, Iraq is fighting on behalf of the Arab nation and the Muslim 
peoples because not only has Khomeyni usurped Iraqi territories, but he has 

also usurped the three Arab islands. Therefore, in its just war Iraq is righting 

in defense of the Arab nation. If we review history, we would find that the 
Persian ambitions in the Arab territories date back hundreds of years. Moreover, 
all the secret movements that have emerged [in Iran], such as Baha'ism, Bahbahanisn, 
Zarathustrianism and so forth, are movements that have distorted Islam and are 
basically Persian movements. In our information efforts, in which the Ministry 

of Religious Trusts plays an important role, we fight in defense of all the 

Muslim peoples with the aim of safeguarding the essence of the orthodox Islamic 
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religion. This is a major responsibility of all Muslims. The Islamic World 
League has participated in defending the religion through its response to 
Khomeyni's declaration saying that the message of Islam is not yet complete. 

Our ministry distributes a special monthly publication on Khomeyni's fabrications. 
We have in our possession rugs, which we displayed at the conference, with 
distorted phrases of the Koran woven in them. He has distorted some of the 
Koranic phrases. These rugs are made in Iran. Khomeyni begins with a little 

to end up with a lot. Were it not for Iraq's confrontation against this band, 
Khomeyni would have declared himself the awaited Mahdi. 


[Question] Regarding details of the Israeli weapon supplies to Iran, you said 
in your latest press conference that whoever wants more details on this issue 
should go to Bani-Sadr. Why have you singled out Bani-Sadr in particular? 


[Answer] Because he was the head of the state when the weapons were purchased 
and because he knows the full details. The press, especially AL-DUSTUR, has 
published accurate details, names and figures on the weapon purchases. This is 
very important because Bani-Sadr was the head of state, and legally so. He 
still is because he was elected by the majority of the Iranian people and then 
dismissed by one person, namely, Khomeyni. 


[Question] What is the outcome of the efforts made by the United Nations, the 
organization of the Islamic States Conference and the nonaligned countries to 
put an end to this war? 


[Answer] The efforts of all of the parties you have mentioned are commendable. 
But every time they turn toward Iran, they find the doors closed. The latest 
meeting of the representatives of the nonaligned countries was with Rajai, who 
has since been assassinated. Rajai told the representatives openly that the 
solution is with guns and on the battlefronts and not through peace. On our 
part, our position is clear and sound. We only want the Iragi right to the land 
and the water. These delegations have constantly pointed out that Iraq is 
positive and understanding, that it has facilitated their mission and displayed 
full readiness but that Khomeyni's intransigence is the obstacle in the path 

to a solution. 


[Question] What is the role of the Ministry of Religious Trusts in social 
security in Iraq? 


[Answer] The activities of the Iraqi Ministry of Religious Trusts and Religious 
Affairs are divided into two parts: Ome concerned with religious affairs and 
with providing care for all mosques, churches and places of worship in Iraq. 
This part also enlightens the masses on the essence of Islam and provides care 
for all the imams, preachers and clergymen from all religions. The ministry's 
other activities are concerned with developing the religious trust monies and 
with investing these monies in construction projects, such as building apartments, 
markets and schools, in addition to building mosques and other places of worship. 
As for social security, before this year the ministry used to advance aid to the 
country's needy. In the wake o1 the latest legislation by the Revolution Command 
Council, it has been decided to give all the country's old and disabled a set 
salary. Thus, this duty is now entrusted to the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Affairs. 
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[Question] Does the ministry perform any role in religious education in the 
Iraqi schools? 


[Answer] Yes. Religious education in the schools is controlled by the Ministry 
of Education and university education is controlled by the Ministry of Higher 
Education. However, the role of the Ministry of Religious Trusts in this sphere 
is to supervise the curricula and to take part in formulating them for these 
schools, institutes and colleges. Moreover, the ministry also supervises the 
appointment of a large number of graduates as preachers or employees in its 
agencies. There is a permanent joint committee of the Ministry of Religious 
Trusts, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Higher Education for this 
purpose. We have in our ministry religious enlightenment committees concerned 
with the preachers in all the mosques. We meet with them monthly and explain 

to them the religious positions and the heresies attached ancw to Islam so that 
the masses may be enlightened accordingly. 


[Question] Does your ministry play a role in editing and printing Islamic 
heritage books? 


[Answer] The Iraqi Ministry of Religious Trusts is, by the admission of all 

the ministries concerned with religious affairs in the Islamic world, the ministry 
that prints this heritage. So far, we have printed nearly 50 volumes of Arab 
Islamic heritage that can rarely be found in the world's libraries. Our ministry 
possesses the biggest library in this field in Iraq, even in the world. All 

these books are from old manuscripts. The ministry has a committee to read these 
manuscripts and to reprint what is useful at present. A large portion of the 
printed books is distributed to the Islamic world free of charge. 


[Question] There is a major project in Iraq to repair the holy places. What 
is your ministry's contribution to this project? 


[Answer] The truth is that this plan is not the ministry's plan but the plan 

of President Saddam Husayn who has instructed that consultants be brought from 
abroad. The consultants have arrived and we have actually begun the work, 
rebuilding not only inside the holy places but also around them. Work is going 
on ceaselessly in al-Najaf and Karbala’. Moreover, we are in the middle of the 
work to build the tomb of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Kaylani and Abu Hanifah's 
Mosque. This work has cost nearly 1.5 million dinars. As for the sums allocated 
for these projects, they are not included in the ministry's budget but come from 
the state's general budget on special instructions from the president. 


[Question] But the ministry also has its funds, especially the religious trust 
funds and the profits they produce. Aren't these funds enough to manage the 
ministry's financial affairs? 


[Answer] This, meaning the profits from the religious trusts, forms an important 
part of the ministry's budget. But the Ministry of Religious Trusts is the only 
ministry in the state linked directly to the president and not to the Council of 
finisters. All our correspondence and demands are presented to the president 
directly. This iswhy the ministry's tasks are easy to achieve. Let me give you 
an example. We have gotten our ministry's budget and on top of this budget we 
have received 7 million dinars from the president so far. 
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LRAQ 


REASONS FOR DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO FRANCE DISCUSSED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 197, 31 Aug 81 pp 30-31 


(Article: "French Circles Say Nuclear Reactor Was Not Only Reason for the 
Visit" | 


[Text] The Visit of Tariq ‘Aziz 


A few months betore Mr Tariq ‘Aziz, Iraq's deputy prime minister visited 
France last 19 and 20 August, observers were following with interest com- 
munications between Iraq and France regarding the visit and the measures 
for bilateral relations [between the two countries], especially in the 
aftermath of the Zionist attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor, Tammuz. The 
doubts and the comments that were being expressed revolved around the 
position of the new French administration and the French Socialisc party on 
cooperation with Lraq and with the Arabs in accordance with the strategic 
view in international relations which was devised by Lraq's president 
Saddam Husayn. That strategic view states that cooperation with Iraq must 
include all fields and may not be confined to one field and exclude others. 
Theretore, the French press, and especially the newspaper, LE MONDE thought 
that Iraqi-French relations or rather Arab-French relations depended on the 
reply of President Mitterand's administration to the question that it was 
being asked: Will France rebuild the Iraqi nuclear reactor or not? 


During Mr Tariq ‘Aziz's visit to Paris the press and the agencies of the 
media focused noticeably on [the matter of ] rebuilding the Iraqi nuclear 
reactor and the proposed French choices, especially those that pertain 

to beefing up activities tor monitoring Iraqi nuclear establishments and 
providing them with "caramel" uranium as a condition for rebuilding the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor. According to the information of French circles it 
seems that the talks Mr Tariq ‘Aziz held with French officials did not 

deal with an investigation of these details, which were left to the ex- 
perts, but that they rather focused particularly on the basic principles in 
French-Iraqgi relations. The Iraqi official talked and met with a number of 
French officials during this tour. He met President Mitterand, Prime Minis- 
ter Pierre Mauroy, Minister of Foreign Affairs Claude Cheysson and Minis- 
ter of State tor Foreign Trade Michel Jobert. In addition, he met the minis- 
ter of education and the president of the socialist parliamentary group, 
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Pierre Joxe. Mr Tariq ‘Aziz was supposed to meet Mr Lionel Juspain, the 
secretary general of the party, but Mr Juspain expressed his regrets 
because he was not going to be in Paris. This tour of talks left French 
circles with the impression that the important aspect of Mr Tariq ‘Aziz's 
visit actually involved reopening the bridges with France after the presi- 
dential elections which changed the nature of government in France. Ever 
since the left came into power in France a few months ago Arab-French rela- 
tions have been foundering in a climate of anticipation and mutual fears. 
Even the visit by the king of Saudi Arabia to Paris did not allow these 
relations to assume a kind of new impetus, especially since the impression 
which Francois Mitterand's elections campaign left with the Arabs was not a 
tavorable one. Mitterand is known for his past and for his relations with 
Zionist circles. In addition, when he was secretary general of the French 
Socialist party his visits to the Middle East area were to Israel. Further- 
more, the French Socialist party since 1971 had not bothered to form rela- 
tions with the Arab countries of the Middle East for reasons that may not 
be related to Arab or French interests but rather to Mitterand's one-sided 
ties in the area with the Is-aeli Labor party through international 
socialism. For these reasons Mr Tariq ‘Aziz's tour and talks with more than 
one French official were construed as an effort to lay down political foun- 
dations and principles and to provide an opportunity for the new French 
administration and the Arabs to become acquainted. For these reasons also 
the statement that the purpose of Mr Tariq ‘Aziz's wisit to France was to 
ask that the nuclear reactor be rebuilt is lacking; it conveys a partial 
view of the matter. 


What results were achieved by the Iraqi official's visit to France in tite 
context of prospects for the visit and in the views of both sides that ser 
up the visit? 


French circles are saying that President Mitterand's administration, whose 
ideas about Iraq's positions and policy on the most important Arab and 
international problems were general in nature, was surprised by the sedate- 
ness and the perception of Iraqi inclinations. Mitterand's administration 
came out of the talks with new perceptions that Iraq was ta:ing up a clear, 
political strategy based on principles and that its political positions and 
actions were coordinated and consistent with its ambitions for building the 
country domestically. French circles do not hide the fact that Iraqi and 
French parties defined the points on which they disagree and agree regar- 
ding the questions they dealt with in the talks. But what natters according 
to French circles is that French officials found themselves facing a politi- 
cal party that was intent on making the bilateral relations between the two 
countries reciprocal and equal in all areas and based on common interests 
as well as mutual) understanding. The same circles add that this reality and 
this framework tor the relations make the results [of the talks] 

detailed questions a foregone conclusion. The matter of rebuilding the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor and supplying Lraq with weapons and equipment and 
also developing commercial exchange [between the two countries] becomes in 
the end a practical manifestation of this general framework for the 
bilateral relations which was defined during the visit of Mr Tariq ‘Aziz to 
Paris. Therefore, in view of the mutual satisfaction with the political 
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results of the Iraqi official's visit, new prospects have been defined in 
French-Arab cooperation. In fact, this cooperation, especially between 
France and Iraq will see major developments in the future. In addition to 
France's commitment to execute all the contracts it had previously signed 
with Iraq, new contracts in all fields will be signed, and these will help 
[Iraq implement its economic and development projects and strengthen its 
defense means and capabilities. 


But in addition to the bilateral relations for whose development and 
increased strength all bridges seem to have been cleared, there is a signi- 
ficant side to the outcome of Mr Tariq ‘Aziz's visit to France that per- 
tains to the Arab situation and the Arabian Gulf area. In this regard the 
visit realized a significant step in Arab-French relations, a matter that 
was referred tu in an editorial in LE MONDE. It is expected that mutual 
suspicions and fears will disappear and that these relations will emerge 
trom the waiting period and achieve progress beyond their former state. It 
is worth noting here that the French administration, which is still in the 
process of drawing up a cvoordinated foreign policy, was significantly 
attected by what relations with the Khomeyni regime in Tehran have come to. 
The French administration has finally abandoned the hopes that the French 
Socialist party entertained when it was in the opposition regarding the 
development of the situation in Iran. It seems that the new French point of 
view regarding the Arabian Gulf area will rely in a principal way on Iraq's 
role in the area. The French will rely on Iraq not only to guarantee peace 
and stability, but also to build a polarizing center that would play an 
active part in the movement of non-aligned countries. The discussion 
between Mr Tariq ‘Aziz and Claude Cheysson in particular focused on Iraq's 
leadership role in the Third World and in the movement of non-aligned coun- 
tries. The French administration was assured in the end that Iraq's ability 
to become a center for polarizing the Arabian Gulf area and the countries 
of the Third World will be a fundamental guarantee for peace in one of the 
most strategically important areas in the world: the Middle East area, an 
area that is full of turbulence and disturbances. 
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KUWAIT 


LATEST DEVELOPMENTS, DEBATES IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REVIEWED 
Kuwait AL-ANBA' in Arabic 1 Nov 81 pp 14, 15 


[Article by Hisham al-Diwan: "In the National Assembly's Exceptional Meeting, the 
Domestic and Defense Committee's Report Is Submitted to the Government”/ 


LText/ The issue of security and crime in Kuwait filled the assembly's discussions 
yesterday. After proceedings that lasted about 2 hours, the assembly agreed to 

hand the Domestic and Defense Committee's report that it hed prepared on the subject 
_ in the first session over to the government. 


The report stipulates the recommendation that it is necessary to strengthen and bol- 
ster the media with well educated young people, increase quard patrols and rapid mo- 
bile aid units, intensify surveillance over the borders, seek the aid of the 
National Guard and specialized experts in criminal affeirs in order to conduct stud- 
ies and research, and strive to limit immigration, while intensifying surveillance 
over the possession of arms and explosives and raising the level and competence of 
investigators. 


The report, on which a long debate took plece among the deputies, meeting with 

strong resistance on the part of some of them and leading to a discussion of the 
possibility of forming a government or parliamentary committee or committee composed 
of both powers jointly to discuss the phenomenon of security and the causes of crime, 
also contained 22 other recommendations calling for coordination between the Ministry 
of the Interior and four other ministries in this sphere. 


During the discussions, the minister of the interior, Shaykh Nawwaf al-Ahmad, in- 
formed the deputies that his ministry was intending to study the status of existing 
police posts in some areas preparatory to turning them again into querd posts. 


In addition, the National Assembly held an exceptional meeting yesterday morning 
under the chairmanship of Mr Muhammad Yusuf al-'Adasani in which it approved a 
number of decrees of laws that were issued during the parliamentary review period. 


Details of the Meeting 


The meeting opened at 0900 hours in the morning and as usual the assembly's secretary 
general, ‘Abd-al-Latif al-Fulayj, read out the names of the people absent and the 
deputies for whose absence an excuse was provided. Then the deputies started to 
express their observations on the minutes. The deputy Jasim al-Khurafi directed the 
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assembly's attention to the continued delay in printing and publishing the minutes 
and some deputies seconded him in this; the government's answer to that was as 
follows: 


The minister of state: "The minutes go to the Ministry of Information for publica- 
tion and we will urge the ministry to speed up their publication.” 


The chairman: This meeting, as I have indicated, is to be considered an extension 
of the last one and we will shorten the question section. (The assembly agreed.) 


The assembly proceeded with the question section, which began with a followup by the 
deputy IIsa al-Shahin on a question he had regarding the nationalities and numbers 
of people working in the oil installations. However, the delay in the arrival of 
the member al-Shahin moved the floor to his colleague the deputy Mutlagq al-Shalimi 
who followed up on the minister of state and his answer on the possibility of moving 
the furnaces from their current location, stating, 


Mutlaq al-Shalimi: "We previously met with the minister on the same subject; at 

that time we did not have access to this free podium. However, the minister's 
response today seems colder than ice and we will think about shifting them to another 
Place. The problem, homorable chairman, is that the government does not control ics 
policy, and the pressure from the companies has become more powerful than thet of the 
citizens. I would like the government or the minister of state to meet us after 

1800 hours in the evening or 0700 hours in the morning so that it can see that the 
issue is one of air pollution, one of disease. 


"I demand that the assembly form a committee to investigate the crushers and the 
furnace to ascertain the damage that is being inflicted om the citizens, and I hope 
that we will not reach the point where we will have to meet with his highness the 
prince. This would mean a deficiency on the part of the minister of state." 


The Officials’ Doors Are Open 


The minister of state: "The doors of all officials are open to all citizens, and 
the truth is that starting 1 January I suspended work in same of the crushers.” 
(The minister read out his answer to the question.) 


Then came the turn of the deputy Faysal al-Dawish, who commented on the minister of 
communications regarding telephone services in Julayb al-Shuyukh: 


Faysal al-Dawishs "The current minister of communications does not bear responsi- 
bility for past shortcomings in service, but he is committed to amend mistakes and 
make up for all defects. Citizens, whatever their living circumstances or job 
circumstances might be, spend more than 3 years waiting for telephones. Why? They 
put a contractor in Subhan right away while the government removed this contractor 
from Julayb al=-Shuyukh and assigned him to build the warehouses in Subhan. 


"The citizens of Julayb al-Shuyukh are suffering from the treatment they receive on 
the part of the employees in the al-Farwaniyah exchange. If this situation is 
improper, the minister is responsible for correcting it.” 


The minister of communications: "Thanks, Mr Chairman, and thanks, Brother al- 
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Dawish. With God's will we will continue telephone service for the other areas of 
al-Hasa." 


A question from the deputy Muhammad Habib to the minister of tealth regarding the 
housing codes in effect; however, the deputy requested that the question be post- 
poned because the competent minister was absent. 


Then the deputy Muhammad al-Murshid had ea question for the minister of the interior 
on the guard post in the al-Yarmuk area. 


Security in al-Yarmuk 


Muhammad al-Murshid: "My purpose in my question was to investigate security in the 
al-Yarmuk and al-Khalidiyah areas. I do not know anything about criminology, and 
the truth is that al-Khalidiyah is a station where there is a servant whe only an-_ 
swers the telephone, and the line between al-Khalidiyah and the Interior {Ministry/ 
is bad. Although there are two important border post and National Guard depart- 
ments there, they do not provide any security for the area. I ask the minister of 
the interior to review the state of the posts in the areas rather than embarrassing 
People with market investigations, cutting people's hair off, and so forth. Main- 
taining security is done by concentrating security posts and meeting deficiencies 
in them. 


"His excellency the minister says that when the installations in al-Yarmuk are 
completed, a police post will be built there. Who can quarantee that? 


"It is true that the people in the area consider themselves above acts of violence, 
but the area is open to criminal elements and it has no security protection around 
it. The explosions in al-'Udayliyah and elsewhere originated in the area." 


Turning Police Posts into Guard Posts 


The minister of the interior: "I would like to assure my honored brother that the 
ministry will restore the posts to quard stations as in the past. His claim that 
the servant answers the phone in al-Khalidiyah is not true; I1 can reassure the 
honored member that what he said might have been transmitted to him. 


"As regards the subject of al-Yarmuk, the installations there are still in being and 
we have not received the guard post; as soon as we do from the ministry, it will 
embark on its activity.” 


There was another question from the same member to the member to the minister of 
justice on the Kuwaitization of the judiciary, which has however been postponed. 


Muhammad al-Murshid: "I would like to content myself with what was stated in the 
answer from the minister of religious endowments, but his excellency has refused to 
link the interests of the religious endowments to an assembly, although that can be 
done - In spite of my appreciation of the people working in the ministry, nonetheless 


A question from the member ‘Ayid ‘Allush to the minister of electricity on Lighting 
in certain streets: 
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"Ayid 'Allush: "The Umm al-Himan area has been there for 10 years but in spite of 
that there is nothing even resembling one ‘pole,’ although its inhabitants number 
about 32,000. This area still has no lighting except in the main street and there 
is none elsewhere. The ministry's plan so far has not even shown an indication of 
the region." 


The Faculty of Islamic Law -=- Soon 


Then the deputy Muhammad al-Rashid commented on the minister of education, regarding 
the establishment of the faculty of Islamic law. 


The minister replied by saying: 


The minister of state: "The subject deserves attention and it has been given its 
turn in the construction /schedule/. A special decree has been issued establishing 
the faculty, a dean will be appointed to it, and an office will be set up first as 
soon as possible so that studies in it can start soon. I would like to state that 
its stages of construction have received the same measures that the other faculties 
have witnessed." 


Then there was a question from the member Badr al-Mudif to the minister or works on 
the process of extending the street in Mina’ ‘Abdallah. However, the person pre- 
senting the question asked that it be postponed. 






er Muhammad al-Murshid on the appointment of a 
yah and al-Yarmuk areas. He aid, 


There was a question from the fie 
village chief for the al-Khali 


Muhammad al-Murshid: "In appointing the village chief, care should be given to 
ability and competence, not connections. The Ministry of the Interior must take 
these matters into consideration. Then why should I ignore the issue of the in- 
crease in their salaries? I also request that the selection of the village chief 
be by election, not by appointment." 


The minister of the interior: “The brother has requested that a village chief be 
chosen for *' al-Yarmuk area, but he has moved off the subject. The basic issue 
is under study with the committee on village chiefs." 


The time for questions ended and the assembly moved over to another section. How- 
ever, the deputy Jasim al-Khurafi requested a point of order, stating: 


Where Are Al-Khurafi's Questions? 


Jasim al-Khurafis "I presented two questions, nobody has given me an answer to them 
yet, and I do not know why. Although there is a specific time for answers, I asked 
about the people who have special passports end the reasons why they were given them, 
and another question was to the minister of religious endowments. What I would like 
to state here is that we are trying to benefit from some questions for which we 
request answers, so that they can round out our work." 


"Abd-al-Karim al-Juhaydili: "We wish that our brothers who have observations on the 
ruler's speech would hand them over to the committee." 
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Security Conditions 


Then came the turn for the Domestic and Defense Committee report on security con- 
ditions. However, the chairman requested that the assembly agree to hand the 

drafts submitted by the government and the members to the assembly over to the come 
petent assembly committees for discussion. They were handed over after agreement was 
given, and the assembly resumed discussing the security conditions through the report 
of the Domestic and Defense Committee and began discussing its seventh report. The 
committee rapporteur, the deputy Sabah Abu Shaybah, mounted the podium, read the 
report and opened the floor to discussion. Nine deputies from the two assemblies, 
besides the others, expressed their desire to comment again. 


The Discussions 


Before the first deputy's turn to talk came, five deputies presented a recommendation 
calling on the assembly to embrace the committee report and submit it to the govern- 
ment for adoption. However, some deputies protested and requested a discussion. 


Salih al-Fadalah: "It must be discussed.” 


Muhammad al-Barrak: “We want action, not words. It would be better for the report 
to be handed over to the government and for us to vote if they protest." 


Muhammad al-Rashid: “This is a bad initiative, if we vote on averything before it 
is discussed." 


Mushari al-'Anjaris "The issue of the interior has been killed, if it has not been 
sated with discussion. There are good things in the report and we hope that the 
government will adopt them." 


The Report Is Deficient 


Khalid al-Wasmi: "I am against the recommendation. The committee report contains 
some deficiegcies. If the subject of security in this country is studied 365 days 
Lin the year/ that will not be enough because it is the most serious problem Kuwait 
is facing. Handing the report directly over to the government is unconstitutional.” 


"Abd=-al-Muhsin Jamal: “The role of the committee is constructive, as is stated in 
its report, and is not practical. There are matters which must be reised, and let 
those who do not want to discuss them not discuss them." 


Khalid Sultan: "The National Assembly's role must be more general and comprehensive. 
The issue is one cf security alone, not the prosecution of crimes. While the com- 
mittee has studied the issue from all aspects, the report has dwelt on the Ministry 
of the Interior alone and is confined to that. I believe that it would have been 
Possible for the Ministry of the Interior itself to produce a report of this kind!" 


The chairman: "Gantlemen, we now want the assembly's opinion: Shall we adapt the 
recommendation or debate? There are two views, and the people holding each have ex- 


Pressed them." 


"Adnan 'Abde-al-Samad: "Yesterday a crime was committed in Kuwait. Shall we content 

















ourselves with submitting a report to the government? The report wes prepered on a 
specific incident which Kuwait witnessed and it must be discussed so that whatever 
is new can be added to it." 


"Abd-al-Muhsin Jamal: "Quoting Zon hearsay/ is a constitutional violation. We want 
to know whether the committee summoned experts in canon or Islamic lew, for example." 


Sabah Abu Shaybah: “Brother Khalid says that the committee laid responsibility for 
security on the Interior /Ministry/. This is wrong, because the committee has 
discussed the role of every entity that is concerned with the issue of security in 
the country." 


Seeking the Advice of Experts 


The discussion began. Ths people spoke in the form of advocates and opponents, but 
nonetheless no one supported this principle. The following discussion took place: 


Salih al-Fadalah: "This committee did not summon experts from the university, law 
professors or psychologists. It is unjust for us to make the Ministry of the In- 
terior bear the responsibility for security in Kuwait. A number of ministries share 
the responsibility among themselves, and I would like to comment on some of the 
points contained in the report. Who said that there is a large number of graduates 
in the Interior Ministry who are engaged in their activities and areas of speciali- 
zation, and consequently that the ministry has not made the use of graduates that it 
should have? 


"The village elders: if you want to volunteer, order what is possible. There is 
no agency at the disposal of any chief; there are just empty rooms without quali- 
fied persons at the disposal of every chief! How can they produce the fruits of 

their activity? I demand that they be compensated so that their activity can be 

facilitated. 


Immigration 


"Immigration has become something that cannot be tolerated. On whose invitation are 
the immigrants entering? We do not know who is from where, and they stay in the 
country without being monitored. Even the immigration and passport departments in 
the governorates know nothing about them, so how can they be counted? Is this the 
best method for solving the problems of immigrants? 


In order for us to ask the Ministry of the Interior to do its job as well as possi- 
ble, there must be a joint committee of the ministries of the government that are 
connected to monitoring the subject.” 


Sabah Abu Shaybah: "The committee has met with a number of experts and specialists 
and has discussed the issue with them. It advised a number of ministries to coop- 
erate in the context of maintaining security, and requested the formation of a 
committee from the government ministries that are concerned with executing the 
report after it is studied." 


Salih al-Fadalah: "The committee refers only to graduates, without seeking the help 
of the figures or the number of people actually occupying their positions. You should 














have seen the nightmares! You wouldn't have just brought in the deputy minister of 
the interior and the assistant deputy only.” 


Sabah Abu Shaybah: “Among the people we met were some civilian officials and the 
figures the brother requested are in the minister's report.” 


Salah al-Hijrif: "We haven't learned who is in favor and who is opposed.” 


Muhammad al-Rashid: “I would like to direct a question to the committee on the last 
Paragraph of the report, in which it requests that the assembly be informed of new 
things that occur. Has anything in regard to that appeared from the Ministry of the 
Interior?" 


"Abd-al-Karim al-Juhaydili: “The committse demands that a committee be formed to 
study the causes and sources of crime. This is the first assembly meeting in which 
the issue is being discussed, and if the aovernment adopts this, then the assembly 
will have an opinion on it." 


The Assembly's Opinion and the Government's Opinion 


Muhammad al-Rashid: "Who is the assembly! Who is the government! This report 
reached the competent minister some time ago and there was supposed to be a practi- 
cal response from him to the assembly within 6 months. I look at things today, they 
have grown bigger than they were before. Now the_door is open for the government 

to spread about crime. Servants' identity /cards/ facilitete their flight and 
movement, and the embassies have also further facilitated matters. Citizans com- 
plain, employers complain about the flight of workers, their passports are in the 
possession of their sponsors, but they are with other psople, going to their em- 
bassies and getting passports! The government drivers nave fled and have found 
employemnt with other people whom the government knows! These things require moni- 
toring, rules, regulation and inspection. People working at the borders go to their 
jobs and return in their own cars. This is the first country to function in this 
fashion. If three people who have come in illegally get in a car with an officer, 
who is going to detain them? I want the government to cooperate with the Ministry 
of the Interior. We have to know all the foreigners who are working, but where! 
Kuwait has become the laughing-stock of the immigrants. If you go to the Interior, 
it will tell you to bring them. If they escape, where will I bring them from? With 
a punishment of 9 dinars for that, what are we settling? 


"We want prevention, and second of all, punishment. We hope that the new deputy 
minister of the interior will have good will toward others and will give up on the 
motion of centralization.” 


The minister of interior: "I do not want to talk on at length; the report is thor- 
ough. However, the honored member is saying that things have been hidden fram some 
people in the Interior, and I would like to hear something on that subject from him." 


Muhammad al-Rashid: "I am prepared to meet with the Minister of the interior and 
explain everything to him." 





The minister of the interior: "If there is something, I would like it to be recorded 
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here that I will undertake to bring anyone whose guilt is proved to the office of 
the public prosecutor for investigation, and we actually have handed some people over." 


The chairman: "A statement has appeared against the immigrants which I would lke to 
delete." 


Muhammad al-Rashid: "I was not generalizing, I said 'some.' Then, while I am 
talking to the minister of the interior, as long as he has Said that some employees 
have been brought before the office of the public prosecutor, that is sufficient.” 


The Interior and Its Security Responsibility 


Khalid al-Sultan: "I ask the assembly to bring back the report and I will explain 
that. 


"First, thg@ report_is deficient. It concentrated on just one area, which was the 
Interior /Ministry/. The Interior alone in the government has been responsible for 
the problems. Our confidence in the minister in general is great, and there are 
good signs of a move to treat negative aspects. We, as an assembly, have set out 

a brief report on dealing with the conditions of crime and I believe that it must 
be scientific and comprehensive. The flood of crime will stop not so much with the 
correction of deficiencies in the ministry as with a study of the causes cf crime 
in society and employment of the Ministries of Information, Education and so forth. 


"Most unfortunately, the newspapers carry advertisements on the Kuwait Towers and 
other places for dancing, disco and bands, and these are cabarets, and so this is 
the Projects Company, and its club parties. This puts us in one place and crime in 
another. There should be a scientific study of the causes of crime. 


Kuwait's Students and Islam in America 


"Our stucents in America have started calling for reform among people in prisons in 
America and they succeeded after their government failed in reforming them and there 
has been a radical change in their conduct and their morals. Today one of the most 
important causes of destruction and crime in the country is the infringement of 
Islamic law. For the past 8 months we have been awaiting a response from the govern- 
ment to the draft amending Article Two of the constitution. 


"The report is good only as regards the Interior. If it is in the name of the whole 
assembly and concerns crime, it is deficient and not at all adequate. 


"Therefore I recommend that a committee be formed to study the matter in a scientific, 
comprehensive manner.” 


Sabah Abu Shaybah: "I thank our brother Khalid al-Sultan for his statement. The 
Ministry of the Interior is watching vigilantly over security and the preservation 
of order from our standpoint, but we stop at the other ministries and have also 
reiterated the citizens’ responsibility for preserving order as well." 


Faysal al-Dawish: “I thank the committee for its efforts, I believe that the 26 
recommendations are simple, and I request the rapporteur to give the deputies a 
chance to state their opinions. Mr Chairman, if I wish the impossible I will ask for 














the impossible. The current apparatus of the Ministry of Interior does not investi- 
gate the hopes and aspirgtions_of the assembly. It plays a significant role along 
with the Ministries of /Socia]/ Affairs, Information and Education, and in sight of 
the negative aspects that we see in our society the Ministry of Labor has the duty 

of defining Kuwait's requirements for labor, and the companies’ requirements, be they 
individuals or groups. Some companies must not declare illusory residences for 
People when they just have offices to bring in labor in exchange for bribes. 


"The Education /Ministry/ has an obligation, but let us go back to the Interior. 
It is well known that private servants are arranged for *hrough them, and that a 
single person can bring in 83 servants! What has happened following the investiga- 
tion that was made? The guard posts are empty, or almost empty, on the pretext that 
everyone is out on patrol and they tell people who have complaints, ‘Come eerly.' 


After 3 days, by God, the investigator completes the investigation with a trivial 
bit of work. The governor is responsible. 


"There are supposed to be incentives to attract the young people of Kuwait to work 
in the Interior." 


Each of Us Is a Government 


Jasim al-Khurafi: “Mr chairman, at the outset I would like to testify that the 
committee has given much thought and great effort, and if a quarter of the recom- 
mendations thet have been put forth by the committee members is realized I will be 
the first person to be delighted with this result. Sut the problem is that the 
whole emphasis is on the Interior and the relationship with other ministries, 
specifically the office of ths public prosecutor. The report has not addressed 
itself to this and there is just a paragraph asking for coordination. This is nice 
talk, but how can such coordination take place? 


"The problem in Kuwait is that each of us considers that his situation is a govern- 
ment and there are various issues. For example, committees are set forth to 
coordinate excavations, which are the simplest thing. Such coordination does not 
exist, so how can coordination take place in matters like these? 


"The committee has not addressed itself to ways of acquiring the trust of the citizen 
through the Ministry of the Interior. There is more than one sincere independent- 
minded official, and the minister is foremost among them, but this does not prevent 
people from gaining the trust of the citizen. A week ago a citizen took a woman to 
the guard post because she was preqnant through fornication. After investigation, 
he was requested to take her back to his house and keep her. How can such a woman 
go back to his people, and his honor? This is the responsibility of the office of 
the public prosecutor, not the Interior. Unfortunately this makes us stress the 
demand that the officials in the public prosecutor's office and the Interior be 
Kuwaitis, not because others do not have the competence but because they know the 
customs in the country. 


The Computer and Passports 
"The Ministry of the Interior is taking a good approach to improve and develop the 


system in the Ministry of the Interior, but that must be in accordance with the Living 
issues we are raising. 
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"The committee missed an important subject, which is technology and the computer. 
How many residents do we have? We are a small country, not exceeding a million, 
and passports are still done by hand! Errors are committed repeatedly and the 
probability of losing files is constant!" 


"Abd-al-Muhsin Jamal: “At the outset, I have a complaint with the former Domestic 
and Defense Committee. This report cannot go out in its name to the government since 
it is not scientific or thorough. We mean to say, first of all, that the report does 
not know what security is. Is what is meant by security moral crimes or political 

Or sOcial crimes? This is not specified. 


"Then it should not be embarrassing for any committee to call in specialists, 
experts and committee employees. The report shows that it has not sought the aid 

of experts in Islamic or canon law or sociology. If the report had been written by 
a university student it would have given more reasons and scientific background than 
the committee did. 


The Notion of Security and Types of Crime 


"The assembly's reports must be presented and be of use to this country. We must 
not throw everything on the government. The assemby’s job is to show the govern- 
ment's mistakes, indeed to rectify them, and it is in the committee's power to con- 
duct field studies on the reasons for ell the crimes in Kuwait. It would be best 
for these studies to show and specify the notion of security and crime and refer 

to its types and causes, then arrive at ways of dealing with it, after learning if 
the population composition has an effect on that or if the distribution of the popu- 
lation in areas with immigrants has an effect. The blame now is on people who are 
not Kuwaiti, without reference to Kuwaitis. Some political crimes are committed 

in broad daylight; are the time periods the crimes are committed in connected or 
linked with embassies and some of their activities? 


"Then what about the reasons young Kuwaitis are averse to joining the police force? 
Are these reasons financial, social or what? Then whet about the role of the media 
in reflecting the force's effects on the masses? 


"In many crimes which immigrants commit, the accused person posses local residence 
and passports. Therefore there is no point in intensifying surveillance over the 

borders. 

"Some criminals come with an entirely healthy state of mind, but treatment domes- 

tically, government mgasures and small salaries play an important role in the re- 

jection of crime /sic/. 


Financial Motives for Crime 


Is crime economically affected or are differences in living standard the reason? 


"The committee asks the government to seek the aid of experts and prestigious 
People. Why doesn't the committee itself deal with the issue: Why aren't the 
conditions, relationships and other matters concerning immigrants and immigration 
studied? 








"More important than all that is fashioning people ideologically and linking them 
to Islam. Then, people giving the sermons on Friday must be given freedom to 
express their views, and have printed sermons distributed among them. Then the 
cultural societies should be supported and should have public influence. People 
with Jumdug/ influence should be exposed, especially since poor people do not 

come into Kuwait today, but rather people with status and influence do. Therefore 
I demand that the report be withdrawn." 


Sabah Abu Shaybahs "The committee made field trips anc met with specialists in the 
Ministry of the Interior. Today it has a report by them on crime, the reasons for 
it and its origins. As for defining crime and types of crime, we did not include 
that in the report because the issue which was raised for discussion was specified 
and all the circumstances surrounding it were known. We requested the ministries 
of state to form a committee to study the subject." 


"Abd-al-Muhsin Jamal: "According to its report, the committee met only with offi- 
cials, not experts. These were the minister, the deputy minister and the assistant 
minister. It did not seek the aid of experts and persons with /specializeg/ views.” 


At this point the chairman gave an announcement on the receipt of a new recommenda- 
tion that called for closing the door to debate, since the Ministry of the Interior 
and other specific ministries had been assigned to study the issue of security. One 
of the people presenting the committee report on the Ministry gf the Interior alone 
stated that the security issue concerned the other ministrfies/ of state, but the 
committee rapporteur said that in its report it requested the government basically 
to form a committee to study the subject. 


Criticism Is Harsh 


"Abd-al-Karim al-Juhaydili: “The committee now has a chairman and [I wish him 
success. The criticism we have heard is harsh. In the first session, the committee 
strove to carry out the assembly's wishes, visited the site, and other things, and 
our brother 'Abd-al-“uhsin's request can be met by the committee whose establishment 
by the ministries of state is indicated in the report. 


"Therefore I request that the assembly now pass the report.” 

Khalifah al-Jarriz: “We the people who made the recommendation requested the forma- 
tion of a committee from the assembly, not the government. We ourselves, the 
assembly of the people, would form it, and our will is being met.” 


Faysal al-Dawish: "I request our brothers to wait awhile. That would be better." 


Khalid Sultan: "We have not arqued with anyone. We can pass the report but the 
assembly, not the government, should form the committee.” 





The chairman: "Does the assrmbly agree to close the door to the debate? Does it 
agree to form a committee tu study immediate conditions which will be temporary and 
will deal with the other aspects that have a relationship to the subject?" 


The Government Welcomes 
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Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad: “In my opiriion, the assembly can form any committee it 
wants and the government does not nave the right to refuse thet.” 


Badr al-Mudaf: "A vote must be tiken on it." 


Muhammad al-Rashid: "The assembly committee is senar ce from the government commit- 
tee." 


The chairman: "There is a difference in opinions in every assembly. Does that 
mean we should vote?" 


Khalid al-Wasmi: "As far as the recommendation on forming a committee on a com-_ 
mittee goes, I am not in agreement with that. If you want to close Lthe door to/ 
any subject, form a committee for it. I believe that the issues of security and 
crime are the area of competence of the Domestic and Defense Committee and we can 
inform it of our views and observations; there is no cause to form a new committee." ; 


Khalid al-Nazzal: "Forming a new committee means that there is something wrong with 
the Domestic and Defense Committee. If there are recommendations, let them be 
presented to the committee.” 


The chairman: "Srothers, it is time to vote on the committee report. Shall the 
assembly hand it over to the government first?” 


Mutlaq al-Shalimis "The Ministry of the Interior is not the Ministry of Education; 
Interior's job is to follow up on criminals and hand them over to the office of the 
public prosecutor." 


The assembly voted on handing the report over to the government. Forty-five deputies 
raised their hands in declaration of their agreement, and only one deputy was 
opposed. 


The assembly voted once more on the recommendation of forming a new temporary 
committee, but that did not receive the necessary majority; only nine deputies 
supported it. 


Voting by Name on the Reports 


The assembly resumed discussing the second section bearing on the constitutional pro- 
vision concerning the assembly's dispute with the council on Article 14 of the con- 
stitution. However, the deputies requested that the subject be put off to the 

next meeting, and the chairman returned to the ninth section, which dealt with the 
vote on the committee reports. The discussion and voting on the Foreign Committee 
report started after the deputy Sadr al-Mudaf began by reading the texts and contents 
of these reports bearinc on foreign agreements, which were just seven in number, 
including the decree establishing the Committee on the South. As a result of a vote 
by name, 39 deputies were in agreement and just one deputy abstained. At 1136 hours 
the assembly recessed for prayer. 


After the Frayer 


Thirty-two minutes later, that is, at 1218 hours, the assembly resumed its activity 
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after everyone had performed the noon prayer and it discussed a new group of commit- 
tee reports, starting with the report by the Health, Social and Labor Committee on 

@ number of decrees of laws issued when the assembly was absent. The deputy "u- 
hammad al-Rashid commented on one of these decrees by saying: 


Muhammad al-Rashid: "We would like the Ministry of Health to increase its attention 


to and concern for sheep and cattle in pastures and increase its oversight over the 
general sanitation there." 


"Abd-al-Karim al-Juhaydili: "I also add my vote to that of my brother al-Rashid 


on Health's role in overseeing sanitation, since the filth in many areas of Kuwait 
has increased." 


Khalid Sultans "We have heard the Ministry of Health on discontinuing the anti-rat 
plan programs, which means that rats will return to Kuwait after e period of time. 
The ministry says that the Employees’ 8ureau does not give workers adequate compen- 
sation and does not permit them to be paid this compensation." 


The chairman: "Gentlemen, it is now the time to vote on the decree on public aid 
and on another decree on the pursuit of the medical and dentel professions and 
equivalent professions." 


A Deficiency in Services 


Hadil al-Jallawis "In spite of my esteem for the committee report, we, as citizens, 
sense a deficiency in health services. The committee hes taken one side and aban- 
doned the other one. Some areas have more than 5,000 houses. Would thet the com- 
mittee had investigated the issue from all aspects.” 


Muhammad al-Rashid: "The aid system needs review lest it come to seem like a ques- 
tion of begging.” 


"Abd-al-Muhsin Jamal: “How can the law on the pursuit of the medical profession per- 
mit abortion? Did the committee consult experts on Islamic law?" 


Mutlaq al-Shali..°: "The committee understood the justifications for this measure and 
it is the health committees that are responsible.” 


Fallah al-Hijrifs "The aid law was approved for people who belong to this country 
and nead help, such as old people, orphans, widows and people who are unable to work. 
There is injustice in the issue of aid for citizens whom the Ministry of /Seecia]/ 
Affairs deprives of this right, on grounds that they are renting out extra rooms in 
their homes. Then abortion is prohibited in Islamic Law." 





Mutlaq al-Shalimi: “When necessary, forbidden things are to be kept to a minimum." 
Jasim al-'Awn: "The issue is not just what is lawful and forbidden, it is also what 
is humane. It is the simplest humane rule in a Moslem country like Kuwait that rulings 


in Islamic law should be sought, and we have a minister of religious endowments." 


The Legality of Abortion When Necessary 
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Faysal al-Dawish: "Supposedly one resorts to abortion only in emergency cases that 
might threaten the wife's life. Has the committee paid attentic- to this point?" 


Mutlagq al-Shalimi: "The law states that after it has made analyses and examiretions %, 
the committee will determine when there is an amergency situation which requires 
abortion, following aqreement by both parents. However, there are emergency mecical 
cases where the situation does not require that the quardian be summoned for agree- 
ment to be given." 


Khalid al-Jumay'an: "We hope that the committee will change its report on abortion 
until it has sought the ruling of Islamic law." 


Khalid al-Sultan: "I do not think that the government wants to violate Islamic law, 
nor does the committee, so why does the committee refuse to withdraw the report and 
seek a ruling from Islamic law on it?" 


The chairman pointed out that the report would be withdrawn if the assembly agreed, 
then asked about the Aid Law and received the answer that the assembly had agreed to 
vote on it. The vote was taken by name and the result was 45 deputies in agreement. 
Thus Qecree 16 for 1981 regarding the addition of a new article tc the Public Aid 
Law was passed. 


Then it came time /to review/ the Domestic and Defense Committee report on a number 
of decrees of laws in addition to articles in the Nationality Law, amendments in 
the statutes on civil defense, compulsory service and passports, and the abrogation 
of an article in the Law on the Army and the Police Force Statute. 


Ahmad al-Sa'duns /Line missing/. 


"Adnan 'Abd-al-Samad: "I would like the subject of bachelors’ housing in residen- 
tial areas densely populated with families to be dealt with." 


Jasim al-Khurafi: "With reqard to Law 13 for 1976 regulating the performance of 
compulsory military service, I am in favor of the amendment because it protects the 
rights of people who volunteer for survice. However, it would be fitting to add an 
article preserving or realizing service benefits because it is said that people 
leaving service cease to benefit from training courses as soon as their service is 
ended. The conscript must be convinced that the effort that he made in serving the 
country was not just for the sake of learning military drills." 


Muhammad al-Rashid: "In the previous session, I said that the committees should place 
the texts of the original articles that are being replaced alongside the new articles 
that are meant to replace them." 


Muhammad Habib Badr: "I add my vote to that of our brother ‘Adnan regarding the need 
to deal with the issue of bachelors’ housing in model areas. It is true that the 
committee the Council of Ministers formed is functioning, but the village chiefs' role 
is negative, and they are supposed to check up on_everyone who lives in these areas 
to confirm the legelity of the residence /permits/ and see whether they have families 
with them." 


Rashid Sayf: "My observation is on the decree bearing on the requlations on the 
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performance of compulsory service which exempts [people from/a particular body 
while drafting Lthose frog/ another similar body.” 


Conmscripts Are Subject to Their Ministries 


The minister of defense: “As regards conscripts, they are subject to conscription 
in their ministry's staffs and are dealt with as government employees in accordance 
with the statutes in effect. As for exemptions from service, these concern fire- 
men. The law stipulates that people possessing military ranks are to be exempt from 
service, and firefighting is a military rank." 


Rashid Sayf: “The municipality isn't military. The oil companies have firemen and 
they ought to be dealt the same way municipality firemen are." 


The chairman: “There are some observations I would like to present to the deputies 
on compulsory service and the law on the residence of foreigners. The rest that 
there is no objection to we should vote on.” 


"Adnan ‘Abd-al-Samad: “There is not aven anything wrong with the law on foreigners, 
Or any objection to it. The fault lies in the execution.” 


Fallah al-Hijrif: "The compulsory conscription decree that we would like from the 
minister of defense would have the ministry give conscripts all sorts of arrange- 
ments so that they would be ready to serve their country in all military fields. 


"Then the decree on army and police salaries: in the army here, a soldier reaches 
the rank of sergeant and stops. This is not preper -=- he is supposed to advance 
gradually up to second lieutenant, first lieutenant, and so forth.” 


Training Is Continuous 


The minister of defense: "I can assure the honored member that training is contin-~ 
uous and will be continuing further. We now have reactivation courses. The fact 
is that there is nothing to stop military persons from being promoted until they 
reach the highest rank besices their secret reports, their activity and their 
competence. The present chief of staff started at the position of private.” 


Fallah al-Hijrif: "I would like the minister to be certain about the law." 


Shaykh Salim: "It seems that the matter has become obscure to our brother al- 
Hijrif. Military men are of two kinds, Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti. I was not talking 
about the former, but the non-Kuweaitis stop at a specific rank." 


Faysal al-Dawish: "We ask the minister of defense to have the conscripts' service 
commitments increased and to stop deferments on grounds of marriage. I also underline 
what our brother Fallah al-Hijrif said to the effect that some persons served the 

army for 25 years byt stopped at a specific rank for a simple reason, which was that 
they did not have /Kuwaiti/ nationality." 


The minister of defense: "The exemptions occurred as a result of thorough social 
study. I am one of the people who have lived with this problem. I have two 

brothers who got married, one of them ahead of the other; the first was exempted while 
the second was conscripted." 
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Giving Nationality to People in the Army and Police 


"Abd-al-Karim al-Juhaydali: “Let me add my vote toe the brothers’ and ask the 
ministers of defense and the interior about the men in the army and the special 
police. The issue of nationality is at issue, and the discrimination against this 
group must be eased. How can we give weapons to people who defend us but do not 
have our nationality? I recommend that attention be given to the men in the army 
and the police because they are men, and men today are few in number.” 


Hadil al-Jallewi: "I request the minister of defense that attention be given to 
draftees who serve 2 years in the army since they are not government employees; 
will they serve without annual leeve? 


"We demand that the army and the police be Kuwaitized. There is an obstacle in 
the nationality committees." (The chairman cut him off for departing from the 
sub ject.) 


The chairman declared that a recommendation had been received to close the door to 
debate. The assembly agreed and voting began on the six decrees contained in the 
report. The result was that 45 deputies gave agreement and four deputies were 
opposed. 


At that point Chairman al-‘Adasani declared that the meeting was adjourned and 


would resume the following Tuesday morning. At that time it was 1342 hours in the 
afternoon. 
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KUWAIT 


GULF ECONOMICS MINISTERS DELAY RECOMMENDATIONS 
Kuwait AL-ANBA* in Arabic 1 Nov 81 p 6 


LArticle: "An Economic Framework Is More Important Than Issuing a Unified Cur- 
rency."/ 


Ltext/ The minister of finance and planning, Mr ‘Abdeal-Latif Yusuf al Hamad, 
announced yesterday that a conference that was te have been held among the planning 


ministers of the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council countries in Kuwait next Wednesday 
had been postponed. 


He said that this postponement occurred on the basis of a request from some plan- 
ning ministers in fraternal countries because the date of the stipulated meeting 
was close to the date for the Gulf summit in Riyad on 10 November, and that would 


not give the ministers enough chance to prepare resolutions and recommendations end 
Present them to the Gulf summit. 


He said that a new date for holding the conference had not yet been met. 


Replying to questions from journalists, Mr al-Hamad added that the issuance of a 
unified Gulf currency was a matter for which there was no need at present. He 
said that although that sort of currency was considered a symbol of unity among 
the countries of the region, it would change nothing in the economic situation; 
every cooperation council country had its own economy, statutes and laws. 


He pointed out, "Had this step been taken 15 years ago, it would perhaps have been 
positive and feasible, but now I believe there is no call for it and that it is 
more impcrtant to set out a united economic framework for the council countries." 


I Did Not Discuss Membership for the Organization with Claussen 


In response to a question on the reason why the bills on the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund had been frozen == as a result of which the election of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization as an observer member to meetings of the two 
bodies was frozen -- the suspension of these bills for a specific period would 
permit the elimination of all problems and disputes and it would be possible to 


submit these bills aqain the coming year and present the issue of electing the 
organization as an observer member. 


The minister denied that the issue of organization membership had been raised in 
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his discussions with the chairman of the International Monetary Fund, Mr Alden 
Claussen, in his recent visit to Kuwait, since this issue was not basically in the 
jurisdiction of the administrative body. 


Mr al-Hamad was elected chairman of the general assemblies of the two international 
organizations during the joint meeting they held last month. 


The minister denied that a discussion had taken place on turning the Ministry of 
Planning into a planning council once again. He said that that would require legal 
measures, because the former council's transformation into a ministry had taken 
place through legal measures. 


The Ministry of Planning was estallished about 6 years ago, after it had been a 
council subordinate to the Office of the Prime Minister. 


The Canafn Summit was Necessary 


On the Cancdn meetings held recently in Mexico, which heads of northern and southern 
countries attended, and the possibility of producing a new internatimal economic 
order, Minister al-Hamad said that the CancGn summit was a very necessary step for 
the exchange of views between both sides and for getting each side to know what the 
other one wanted. 


He pointed out that this summit was held in accordance with a request from the in- 
ternational Brandt committee, of which Minister al-Hamad was a member. 


He said that what the developing countries wanted through the establishment of a new 
economic system in the United Nations General Assembly was not compatible with the 
goals of establishing such a system, because international economic relations could 
not be based on United Nations resolutions, especially since internacional economic 
interests are now complex and interconnected. 


He added that the benefit and importance of the Canctin conference arose from the 
fact that the rich countries had conveyed their points of view and what they wanted 
to the developing countries, and vice versa. America was made to understand that 
the world economy did not consist of America alone, nor the rich countries alone 
either. 


Regarding the next step, the minister said that there would be a number of steps, 


not just one, and that these steps might be in numerous directions. However, he did 
not specify the nature of these steps. 
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KUWAIT 


BILL PROPOSES AMENDMENT OF CIVIL SERVICE LAW 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 14 Oct 81 p 4 


[Article: "Bill Presented by Five Deputies to Amend Civil Service Law; Amendment 
Demands Non-Dismissal of Civil Servant Except on Disciplinary Decision and Aboli- 
tion of Provision Providing for Dismissal on Decision by Council of Ministers for 
Public Interest; Extension of Service for 5 Years for Civil Servants Reaching Age 
of 60 Confined to Kuwaiti Civil Servants Only"] 


[Text] Ahmad ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Sa'dun, the National Assembly deputy speaker, and 
deputies Khalifah al-Jari, Khalid al-Wasmi, Faysal al-Duwaysh and Jasim al-‘Awn 
have proposed a bill to amend article 32 of law by decree No 15 of 1979 concerning 
the civil service. 


The said article covers the reasons governing the termination of a civil servant's 
services. The presented bill demands amendment of the provision in the article 
providing for the "dismissal of a civil servant on a decision by the Council of 
Ministers for the public interest. A dismissed civil servant may appeal to the 
Council of Ministers within 1 month of the announcement of the dismissal decision. 
The Council's decision on the appeal shall be final. A civil servant dismissed 

in implementation of this provision may not be appointed to another civil service 
job or in one of the public organizations and establishments and may not run for 
election to the membership of the National Assembly or of any other parliamentary 
authority within the 5 years following the dismissal decision." The amendment 
demands that dismissal be made only on the force of a disciplinary decision after 
an investigation is conducted with the civil servant concerned. 


The bill presented by the five deputies also demands amendment of paragraph No 8 

of the same article concerning termination of a civil servant's service upon reach- 
ing the age of 60. The bill demands extension of the service of such a civil 
servant for a period of no more than 5 years and that such an extension be given 

to Kuwaiti civil servants exclusively. 


Following is the text of the proposed bill presented by the deputies in its final 
form, along with its explanatory memorandum: 


Article One 


Article 32 of law by decree No 15 of 1979 concerning the civil service shall be 
replaced by the following text: 
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"Article 32: The service shall be terminated for one of the following reasons: 
"1. Resignation. 

"2. Retirement. 

"3. Dismissal on a disciplinary decision. 


"4, A sentence restricting freedom or a sentence for a felony or a crime violat- 
ing honor or a trust. The minister may retain the civil servant concerned in case 
the sentence is suspended. 


"5. Loss or withdrawal of Kuwaiti citizenship. 


"6. Physical unfitness for service or exhaustion of sick leave, whichever comes 
first. 


"7. Reaching the age of 60. The Civil Service Board may lay down rules and regu- 
lations to extend the service of a Kuwaiti civil servant reaching the age of £0 
for a period of no more than 5 years. As for mosque imams and preachers, their 
service shall be terminated upon reaching the age of 70. 


"8. Death.” 


Article Two 


Every provision in a law or decree conflicting with the previous article shall be 
abolished. 


The explanatory memorandum says: 


Paragraph 4 of article 32 of law by decree No 15 of 1979 concerning the civil ser- 
vice has followed the example of article 149 of amir's decree No 7 of 1960 concern- 
ing public service jobs by empowering the Council of Ministers to dismiss a public 
servant on a decision it issues for the public interest. This is what is known as 
non-disciplinary dismissal because it is not preceded by the disciplinary measures 
stipulated in articles 27-31 of the said civil service law and because tie provi- 
sions on the guarantees concerning investigation, interrogation, defense hearing, 
witnesses, confrontation [with the dismissed], enabling [the dismissed] to famil- 
iarize himself with the investigation papers, referral and trial are not applied 
to such non-disciplinary dismissal. These provisions are stipulated in detail in 
articles 54-70 of the decree issued on 4 April 1979 in connection with the civil 
service system. 


Even though it is true that issuance of the non-disciplinary decision by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers, the agency controlling the state interests in accordance with 
article 123 of the constitution, constitutes a guarantee for the civil servant-- 

a guarantee engulfed in the confidence and the reassurance that this power will 
not be misused as long as the ultimate objective is the public interest--even 
though this is true, the public interest criterion is itself based on a concept 
that changes with time and place, that broadens at times and narrows at others 

and that revolves within a flexible framework with no clearcut features. Views 
and judgement concerning this criterion of public interest vary. Therefore, using 
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the absolute argument of public interest considerations and reasons without reli- 
ance on firm and proven facts to justify the dismissal of a public servant without 
hearing his statements and without enabling him to defend himself and issuing the 
decision without the public servant's knowledge may not be correct. The Council 

of Ministers should be elevated above the possibility of being responsible for such 
a thing [faulty decision] and such a decision must be removed from the sphere of 
absolute authority and returned to the power of the general rules governing the 
dismissal of public servants, guaranteeing such servants justice and reassurance 

in their performance of the duties of a civil service job and establishing equality 
in treating those holding legal public positions. 


Legally, non-disciplinary dismissal is not exonerated by the fact that the public 
servant dismissed is given the opportunity to subsequently appeal the dismissal to 
the Council of Ministers, considering that this council is the source of the dis- 
missal decision and that its decision on the subsequent appeal is final. This may 
be interpreted to mean closing the door of legal appeal against the decision where- 
as the means to such appeal are available in other cases. The Council may also 
find it difficult to back down on such a decision by virtue of the effect of the 
public interest argument on which the Council relies in issuing its decision. 


Such dismissal is not only characterized by taking away the disciplinary guaran- 
tees stipulated in order to spread administrative justice among the public servants. 
What is more, the third paragraph of provision 4 of article 32 of the [current] 
civil service law builds upon such dismissal strict subsequent penalties that ex- 
ceed the ordinary within the framework of penal policies concerning civil service 
because these penalties go as far as stripping the public servant dismissed on a 
decision by the Council of Ministers of his public and political rights by denying 
him the right to be appointed to another civil service job or in a public organi- 
zation or establishment and the right to run for membership of the National Assem- 
bly or any other parliamentary organization and for the position of mukhtar for 
the 5 years following the dismissal decision. This leads to a dual penalty for 
the same offense, thus causing the penalty to be illegal, to exceed the limits of 
moderation and to be incompatible with the incriminating act and with the correct 
punishment even though the cause of dismissal, namely the public interest, is 
based on assessory considerations that have a relative effect, that lack definite- 
ness and in which criteria and viewpoints vary because these considerations do 

not rely on a proven and undisputed fact or on decisive controls. 


In view of the abovementioned, it is imperative to amend said article 32 by omit- 
ting from it provision 4 with all its parts and by leaving the matter of adminis- 
trative disciplining and appeals and of legal appeals to the generai rules. This 
is what is stipulated by the first article of the bill, with a slight amendment 
in paragraph 8 of the same article calling for restricting the power of the Civil 
Service Board to extend the service of a civil servant who has reached the age of 
60 so that such extension may apply only to Kuwaiti civil servants and may not 
exceed 5 years. 


In view of the fact that article 71 of the decree issued on 4 April 19/79 in re- 
gard to the civil service system repeats verbatim the contents of article 32 of 
the civil service law concerning the termination of a civil servant's service, 
the second article of the bill stipulates abolition of every provision in a law 
or decree conflicting with the stipulations of article one of the bill. This is 
a normal and necessary consequence emanating from the amendment of article 32 of 
the law which is identical to article 71 of the decree. 
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KUWAIT 


1 ROBLEMS OF COOPERATIVE SECTOR DISCUSSED 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 12 Oct 81 p 9 
[Article by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hamid] 


[Text] "What Are Reasons Causing Kuwaitis Working in Coopera- 
tive Sector to Amount to Only 3 Percent; Wages in Cooperative 
Sphere Are Still Unable to Realize Kuwaiti's Personal Ambition; 
Intensive Specialization Courses Conducted in Past 4 Years; 
Cooperative Studies in All Specializations; Well-Studied Sci- 
entific Plan Is Required of Information Media to Develop Effec- 
tive Cooperative Awareness Among Kuwaitis of Both Sexes; In- 
centives Are Successful Administrative System That Helps In- 
crease Production and Improve Performance; Ministry of Educa- 
tion Performed Positive Role by Establishing Cooperative Sec- 
tion in Institute of Commerce and by Sending Students for 
Summer Training." 





The local press published three reports in the past 3 days. The first says that 
the percentage of Kuwaitis working in the cooperative sector has amounted to 3 per- 
cent only. The second report says that in the sphere of cooperation between the 
consumer cooperative associations on the one hand and the Institute of Commerce on 
the other, the scientific field studies prepared by 12 of the institute's male and 
female students in the associations during the summer vacation have been discussed. 
The third report says that preparations are underway for an educational course to 
be held for members of the boards of directors of the cooperative associations as 
of the beginning of next January. When these reports are linked to each other, it 
becomes evident that the Kuwaiti's inclination to work in the cooperative sphere 

is still weak. It can be even said that this inclination is not as it should be 
under normal circumstances. On the other hand, we will find that the sectors con- 
cerned with cooperation, whether in the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor or 

in the Cooperative Associations Union, are performing their role in full, theoret- 
ically and practically, to entrench this concept, to increase this percentage and 
to create faithful Kuwaiti cadres capable of establishing the foundations of coop- 
eration in the country. 


To start with, several questions have to be raised: Why has the percentage of 
Kuwaitis working in the cooperative field amounted to only 3 percent of the total 
number of Kuwaitis working in the public sector? Are there hasic reasons causing 
the Kuwaiti to shun selecting this course? What are the efforts of the coopera- 
tive leaderships, whether in the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor or in the 
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Cooperative Associations Union, to attract Kuwaitis to work in this cooperative 
field with its various specializations? What has the Ministry of Education 
offered within its own jurisdicticn to join its efforts to the other efforts that 
have been exerted and that are still being exerted? Is there hope to increase 
the number of Kuwaitis working in the cooperative field in the near or distant 
future? 


Efforts and Work 


We have presented these questions and others to Salah al-Mana'i, the vice presi- 
dent of the Cooperative Associations Union, and he said: 


"Generally, it can be said that cooperative work in Kuwait is different from what 
it was in the past. There is cooperation on the part of the state in the form of 
guidance and control. There is, on the other hand, practical action by the Coop- 
erative Union and by all the country's associations. This in itself is a gain 
that has realized many results. However, I want to clarify an extremely important 
point. Cooperative work is not easy. It requires constant effort and exertion. 
Such demanding work requires the man who believes in cooperative action and who is 
capable of constantly enriching the accomplishments in this sphere. 


Al-Mana'i added: 


"For example, a few years ago the Kuwaiti did not want to work in banks and the 
number of Kuwaitis working in banks was very small. But with the passage of time 
and when the Kuwaitis started to engage in this work, developed a belief in it and 
became loyal to it, the results in this sphere have been much greater than expect- 
ed. It can be even said (and this is a fact) that the Kuwaiti's giving in the 
field of banking has become boundless. He has mastered this work, has benefited 
from it materially and morally and has become a pioneer in all the sectors in 
which he works. What is the result? The result is that there is now an over- 
whelming majority of Kuwaitis [in the field of banking].” 


Al-Mana‘i continued: 


"In the cocperative sector, we are in dire need of creating more Kuwaiti cadre. 
Despite the efforts we and the Ministry of Social Affairs are exerting, these 
cadres need to develop awareness and to be encouraged at the same time. They 
need the awareness that will make the Kuwaiti develop a stronger faith in the 
cooperative sector so that he may proceed to work in this sector. They also need 
to be encouraged in all areas. This doesn't mean that our wages are small. But 
what is required of the Kuwaiti is to begin at the bottom of the ladder. The 
question of earning rewarding wages is in the picture and is being currently as- 
sessed by the officials. 


"Regarding the training courses conducted by the Cooperative Union in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor or with the academic centers, such 
as the Social Service Center of Kuwait University or the Commerce Institute con- 
trolled by the Ministry of Education, al-Mana'i said: 


"Generally, these courses are beneficial. Rather, they constitute extremely im- 
portant scientific approach because training in the cooperative field is important 
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and necessary to create the cadres capable of working without hindrances. Theoret- 
ical lectures and practical application have had a positive impact. The main goal 
behind this has been to attract Kuwaiti capabilities to work in the cooperative 
Sectors and in the various accounting, storekeeping, management, purchasing and 
other activities of the cooperative associations." 


Concluding his statements, al-Mana’i has said: 


"Now that the courses have been completed, that the trainees have enrolled in vari- 
ous activities in the associations and that several months have passed, we can say 
that we are in the phase of evaluation. We are evaluating all the previous courses 
with the aim of finding out whether they are adequate or not and whether there has 
been as much demand for them as we had wanted. Through all this, we will formulate 
a new plan or a new strategy for cooperative work in Kuwait. One of the main goals 
of this plan will be to create more nationai cadres and to solve any problems fac- 
ing them so that they may assume their desired place in all jobs. Finally, I must 
laud the role of the Ministry of Education. For the first time, it was decided 
this year to set up a branch for cooperation in the Commerce Institute. I consid- 
er this a magnificent effort that reflects the ministry's understanding of the im- 
portance and effectiveness of cooperative activity. The graduation of more classes 
from the institute in coming years will help to create cadres that combine knowl- 
edge with practical experience to meet the market's needs in this regard." 


Courses and Studies 


je then interviewed ‘Adil Fahd al-Mish‘al, the chairman of the Information ard 
Public Relations Committee of the General Cooperative Associations Union. His 
answers provide further explanation. Figures substantiate his perspective of the 
reasons for the Kuwaiti youth's disinterest in the cooperative field. He also 
gives his particular view of the method and results of training. 


Regarding the small number of Kuwaitis and their disinclination [to work in the 
cooperative field], al-Mish'al cites these reasons: 


"The state agencies and ministries absorb the Kuwaitis. Work in these agencies 
and ministries is single-shift work, contrary to work in the cooperative sector 
which, like the private sector, requires two shifts. 


"Salaries and wages in the associations do not constitute an incentive for sacri- 
ficing work in the governmental sector, i.e. leaving this sector to work in tre 
cooperative sector. 


"The instability of the boards of directors of the associations may affect the 
stability of some jobs in the cooperative associations. 


"Work in the cooperative sector is not just a job. It demands trained experience. 
At present, the Ministry of Social Affairs is covering this aspect effectively. 


"There is a group of Kuwaitis whose thinking is grounded in the idea that work in 
the government provides greater stability which may not be available in the coop- 
erative sector. Breaking this idea requires more enlightenment." 











Regarding the quality and importance of the courses conducted so far, he said: 


“The goal of the courses held so far has been to attract generations of Kuwaitis 
to work in the cooperative field. The first course was conducted in 1979 and 

ll trainees enrolled in it. The second course was conducted in 1980 and had 

15 trainees. All of them are now working in the cooperative associations, mean- 
ing in basic jobs in the associations. Some of them had previously been working 
in the governmental sector but preferred to join the cooperative sector. A 
course was also conducted to train retired Kuwaitis to work in the cooperative 


sector. The Commerce Institute took part in this course which had 16 trainees 
with ages ranging from 35 to 50 years. All these are also engaged at present in 
basic jobs in the cooperative associations. The aim of the course was to turn 
these people into a productive force in society. These trainees studied more spe- 
cialized topics, such as the activities, integration and organization of coopera- 
tive associations, purchasing, storekeeping, secretarial work and public relations, 
in addition to the principles of cooperation, cooperative financing, marketing, 
accounting, management and numerous behavioral topics. 


"An initial observation indicates that these courses and the courses conducted by 
the Society Service Center have produced positive results and a clear return. But 
all this is the subject of a comprehensive evaluation by the [cooperative] move- 
ment so as to give more to attract the Kuwaiti element to work in the cooperative 
sector.” 


Regarding the summer training given this year to male and female students of the 
Commerce Institute in the cooperative associations, he said: 


"The idea in itself is excellent. It is a successful initiative by the Ministry 
of Education. Training itself is a combination of the theoretical aspect with the 
practical aspect to reach the desired perfection. One of the goals of this train- 
ing was to let the trainees conduct studies in the sectcirs in which they (worked). 
The studies themselves and the efforts exerted in them were good. But I want to 
explain an important point. The wnion had hoped to know the problems resulting 
from the studies or at least to know the trainee student's visualization cf the 
problems as a result of what he saw and of the difference between what he had 
studied and practical experience. The Union also hopes that next year a plan on 
the training method and on the places in which the students are to be trained will 
precede the students’ arrival for training." 


In conclusion, al-Mish'al said: 

“If the Union's role has been positive and if the role of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion has been positive, then the role and work of the Ministry of Social Affairs 
in providing guidance, direction and training has been comprehensive.” 

Increased Wages 

The main role will always continue to be that of the human element. What man has, 
his character and his opinion are always important for the success of any work. 


Therefore, we had to have a session with a Kuwaiti citizen working in the coopera- 
tive sector to find out what he has and to hear his viewpoint so that the picture 
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may become complete. We sat with Mubarak ‘Abd al-Karim Mulla ‘Awwad, the man in 
charge of al-Qadisiyah Cooperative Association's storehouses. He enrolled in the 
1979 training course and was one of 11 trainees, several of whom had abandoned 
government jobs in the hope of more rights and bigger wages through their love of 
cooperative work. ‘Awwad said: 


"There is no doubt that the Kuwaiti is more willing than others to sacrifice in 

the cooperative sphere because he ‘s more capable than others of knowing the en- 
vironment and its requirements and knowing the art and method of dealing with the 
citizens. The beginning was an acvertisement in the papers announcing the need 

for national cadres to work in the cooperative field. We were given a test. There 
were 100 of us. Only 11 were selected. This in itself is an indication of the 
presence of awareness regarding work in the cooperative field. 


"We spent a training period during which we studied numerous subjects connected 
with work in the cooperative field, such as accounting, cooperatives, storage, 
Management, purchase, sales and psychology studies. I have been working in this 
iteld for nearly 24 months. My salary (total) is 424 dinars. My salary in the 
government was less. But I now work in the morning and in the evening. The prob- 
lem is that the salary is not commensurate with the effort exerted. I believe 
that this is the basic problem. According to my information, every Kuwaiti work- 
ing in a cooperative sector has found positive aspects in his work. If a fair 
solution is found to increase the wages and the incentives, the union and the 
authorities concerned will find considerable interest in this sector." 


"Awwad added: "I put the responsibility for attracting the Kuwaiti youth to work 
in the cooperative sector on the shoulders of the information media. Their role 
and their approach in this regard can be effective and positive." 


We now return to the prelude. There are obvious efforts by the Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Labor, and the General Cooperative Associations Union, as well as coop- 
eration by the Ministry of Education through the establishment of a new coopera- 
tion branch in the Commerce Center. The aim of all of this is to attract the 
Kuwaiti citizen to work in this field. The Kuwaiti citizen has no objection to 
all this and he likes to work in this field because cooperation has been ingrained 
in him for hundreds of years in various ways. The Kuwaiti citizen still believes 
that working in the cooperative field is a sacrifice on his part. This sacrifice 
requires increased wages. Such an increase will strengthen interest and the per- 
centage will rise from 3 percent to a higher level, perhaps to 50 percent and 
maybe even 70 percent.... On the other hand, there also remains the effort of the 
information media. 
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QATAR 


QATAR'S PROGRESS ON TENTH INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 236, 29 Aug 81 pp 57-59 


[Interview with Unidentified Qatari Official; date and place not specified: 
"Qatar's Independence Is [Vital to] the Gulf's Independence; an Independent 
Gulf Strengthens che Arabs; Inside the Country What Is Produced by Qatar 
Belongs to Qataris and Arabs; In Politics Qatar Supports Arab Rights First 
and then World Peace" | 


[Text] Qatar had a date with its leader, al-Shaykh Khalifa ibn Hamad Al 
Thani on 3 September 1971. In his historical address to the people 
al-Shaykh Khalifa announced, "Qatar has become an independent, sovereign 
State because it believes that pursuing an independent course is the only 
means for protecting and strengthening the country and for setting up the 
general awakening [in it] from a position of strength, honor and noble 
origin which stem from the teachings of Islamic law, the heritage of 
Arabism and the deep-seated roots of our nation." 


Ten years have gone by since the dawn of that day. They have been marked 

by the struggles, sweating brows and continuous work of a nation whose 
people believe that independence is a historical responsibility and not a 
gitt to be given. The people of Qatar have been building the foundations of 
true independence in all fields and gatherings. 


AL-MUSTAQBAL interviewed a Qatari official and asked him to speak about 
Qatar on this occasion. The Qatari official began by saying, "If it is 

true that the measure of nations’ awakening, welfare and development lies 
in the number of years, then the young state of Qatar has taken giant, wise 
and unprecedented steps in tirmly establishing the foundations of its 
nationat and social independence. Countries that had their independence 
before Qatar did not take such steps whicn manifested themselves in 
numerous features and aspects on the domestic and foreign scene. 


"Inside the country the state has been pursuing a policy that is supported 
by economic independence and is based on a plan whose objective is to 
achieve economic and social stability, to direct material and human ener- 
gies to build the state's own power and to champion ail just questions in 
the international community through comprehensive development. Abroad, 
Qatar has tended to adopt clear positions on various Arab and international 
questions. 
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"In its pursuit of modernizing the country and realizing comprehensive 
development, Qatar has preserved its most ancient political heritage which 
stems from its rational personality and its native heritage. This poli- 
tical heritage lies in the Advisory Council. 


"This council was one of the fruits of Qatar's domestic political features 
during the past 10 years. It was able to affirm its ability and its fruit- 
ful cooperation with the government in making the utmost efforts to treat 
the country's atfairs and discuss the state's public policy. When it was 
established, the council consisted of 20 members who were people of thought 
and competence in the country. Then the Amir increased the number of mem- 
bers to 30. He also expanded the council's authorities and gave it new 
responsibilities so that Qatar's national goals can be achieved and the 
country can enhance its abilities to assume its domestic and foreign respon- 
sibilities." 


Girls ot Qatar 
Question] What about education in your country? 


Answer] One of the most significant social achievements in Qatar was 

the tact that the slogan, “Education for All" became a concrete reality. 
Free education is unrestricted in all the stages of education, and the 

State continues to develop curricula and textbooks and use contemporary 
means of education, including educational television. It continues to intro- 
duce modern methods in vocational training, and it continues to attach 
importance to practical research and applications. 


A look at the figures would give us a realistic picture that would reflect 
how many significant accomplishments have been achieved in the field of 
education. 


[In the academic year 1980-1981 the number of male and female students came 
to 40,000. Female students made up 48.5 percent of those students. 


There were 143 schools, and 71 of them were girls' schools. 


There are 3,486 individuals on the educational staff, and 1,882 ef them are 
temale teachers. Among 7,548 persons enrolled in literacy schocis, there 
are 2,541 female students. This is in addition to 1,300 male ard female 
students who were sent to Arab, European and American universities to study 
various specializations which the country needs in the development plan. 


The University ct Qatar is preparing intellectual leaders, training [the 
country's | manpower and stimulating the cultural, intellectual, social and 
scientific activities in the country. This university is supposed to move 


to its new locaticn in 1982; that location is equipped with the most modern 
scientific systems and capabilities. 
latar's interests have not been contined ts» schools, the university, 


research centers, development centers and vocational training centers. The 
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country's interests have gone beyond that to numerous cultural and athletic 
aspects. Qatar has established libraries throughout the country, and it has 
set up many fairs. The most recent of them this year was the Third 
al-Dawhah Fair tor Arabic Books. The tair featured more than 11,000 volumes 
in the various tields of culture and knowledge. 


In its interest in sports, the state built the Khalifah Sports Complex, and 
established athletic associations and an olympic committee. It has also set 
up athletic, cultural and scouting clubs. 


Heavy Industry 
[Question] What about industry? 


(Answer | Qatar has been using its oil and natural gas revenues, after 
gaining tull control over them, in building heavy and light industries 

in accordance with a program to diversify the sources of revenues. The oil 
and gas sector, the country's two principal resources, have had major impor- 
tance since their discovery in 1949, 


In the area otf national economic independence the Qatar Oil Organization 
and the companies that are affiliated with it pump, process, market and 
store the oil. The organization began operations to develop and expand 

the industries which are based on both oil and gas. Average oil production 
in 1980 amounted to about 173 million barrels per year. Qatar's oil policy 
was expanded, making Qatar play a prominent role in the area of oil indus- 
tries within OPEC and within the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries [OAPEC]. This role qualifies it to work for the stability of the 
world economy. 


The area of Umm Sa'id is considered a huge industrial arsenal; it includes 
numerous heavy industries. After the state completes the heavy industria- 
lization plan, it will turn under the present plan toa the establishment of 
a group of light and medium industries to build a firm industrial 
toundation. 


The iron and steel plant in Umm Sa'id, whose costs amount to 1.1 billion 
Qatari riyals, is considered one of the largest and most modern plants in 
the Culf area and in the Middle East. In 1980 it produced approximately 
400,000 tons of reintorcement steel rods. There is a plan to increase its 
production Capacity so it can meet the growing demand for its product. 

In the tertilizer industry the country has seen the construction of a new 
plant beside the tirst one that was built in 1973. In 1980 ammonia produc- 
tion from both plants amounted to almost 507,000 tons, and urea production 
amounted to 628,000 tons. 


. } , . 0 
Question} What about oil? 


) . . . : . , 
[Answer ; There are two oil refineries in Qatar. The first is in the city 
of Umn Sa'id. It was built around 1953, and it produces about 6,000 barrels 


[ . ) ; : 
Lot oil | per day. The second operates at a capacity of 10,000 barreis a 
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lay. But because ot the continuing increase in local consumption, the indus- 
trial plan has included a project to build a third refinery that is to 

begin operating in 1983. It is expected that production then would cover 
every expected increase in local consumption until 1995. The capacity otf 

the third refinery will be 50,000 barrels per day. [Construction of that 
retinery] will be followed by [construction of] a plant tor producing 


asphalt. 


Qatar is considered very rich in gypsum, Limestone and quicklime. The state 
has been careful in making the best use of these raw materials. The first 
cement plant produced a total of 330,000 tons of cement. The state added 
another plant to produce quicklime, which is now meeting the needs of ths 
iron and steel plant after production amounted to about 19,500 tons. 


On 23 February 1981 a petrochemicals complex was inaugurated in the area 
ot Umm Sa'id. Its design capacity amounted to 280,000 tons of ethylene; 
140,00C tons ot polyethylene; 46,000 tons of sulphur; and 5,000 tons of 
propylene per year. This project, along with the units attached to it, has 
cost about 2.5 billion Qatari riyals. It is one of the products of the 
joint cooperation between Qatar and France. The first complex had been 
inaugurated in 1979 in the French city of Dunkirk. 


In the effort to utilize natural gas, the Liquid natural gas project was 
inaugurated on 23 February 1981. Gas is a tremendous resource for Qatar, 
and its daily production is estimated at more than 1.2 billion cubic feet 
of unassociated gas. This is in addition to the production ot gas asso- 
ciated with crude oil, production is estimated at 1,000 cubic feet for 
every barrel produced. 


This project has two units for extracting dense gases from associated 
gases. The first unit is in the oil fields on land, and che second is on 
the three ottshore tields. Total costs for the project amounted to 1./ 
billion Qatari riyals. 


When asked] about commercial activity, the official said: 


“Answer | Commercial activity made a significant contribution to the econo- 
mic awakening which Qatar has experienced in the last 10 years. This was 
the result of the state's sponsorship of this activity by drawing up plans 
and programs and preparing projects to strengthen the economy. 


For that purpose the state established several vital facilities such as tile 
Qatari Monetary Fund, a Commercial Registration Department and the Qatar 
Chamber ot Commerce. It also established a number of national banks and 
introduced some of the state's industries to exporting. The state prenared 
annual analytical data about national joint-stock companies, and it also 
published an annual bulletin which included all the data and the statistics 
about the insurance market in the country. That bulletin also included 

merous other accomplishments that go along with the state's interest in 
stimulating commercial and economic activity in the country. 
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As a result of a watchtul, agricultural policy, agriculture, which until a 
short period of time ago was more of a hobby than a national ‘effort for] 
production, has become a source of national revenue. | The value of | total 
agricultural production in Qatar in 1979 amounted to about 107 million 
riyals. If the trend in water desalinization [continues] and land suitable 
tor agriculture is irrigated--one third of a miilion donums-—-we would 


become self-—sutticient. 


ln animal resources and fish production the state has set up several pro- 
jects to raise sheep and cows and to produce milk and dairy products, and 
it has established several poultry farms. Fish production in Qatar meets 92 
percent of the needs of Qatar. 


| The Rights of Workers 
| 
Question | hat about the state's interest in its citizens? 


Answer] Atter independence the citizen of Qatar began practicing the 
right to work under a Labor and Workers' Law. Due to the importance of pro- 
viding housing tor each citizen of Qatar, the state has tried to provide 
housing tor citizens of limited income. In 1980 the number of homes turned 
over to citizens amounted to 3,327 homes; this is in addition to thousands 
of homes in numerous areas of the country. 


Health services in Qatar are tree. The state is building hospitals and 


1 


health centers in al-Dawhah and all other cities. 


Electricity and Fresh Water 


[In recent years the state of Qatar has succeeded in increasing electrical 
power and producing tresh water to meet the needs of the people. One of 
the most important major accomplishments in the area of electricity is 

the completion ot work on the Abu Fantas station. People are working tire- 
lessly and continuously on laying the networks and the new cables and on 
building new power transformers to cover the residential areas that are 
still under construction. 

As far as water is conceraed, there is a project to build four new units 
20 
million gallons of |fresh} water a day. There is a plan to utilize water 
trom wells in cities and |other] areas, and there are projects to build 
underground water storage tanks. The state has allocated in the new bidget 
285.6 million riyals for water and 1,145,500,000 riyals for electricity. 


Political Action 


Question} What about Qatar's goals and aspirations? How do you view the 
problems cf the world? 
Answer} The 10 years that followed independence have been marked inside 


the country by teatures ot restoration, cConstruv7tion, progress, growth 
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and the achievement of all the hopes for development, progress and contem- 
porary lite. 


In the toreign tield the primary purpose of Qatar's policy is to cooperate 
with the Arab countries of the Gulf and achieve integration with them. 
Qatar is intent on tirmly establishing the mainstays of independence in the 
Gult and on building its own joint strength in order to spare the area from 
world-wide rivalries and international struggles. 


In the Arab tield Qatar's policy has been characterized by its etforts to 
unify the Arab rank, [to establish] solidarity and to unify positions. This 
policy has always sought to strengthen understanding among the Arab nations 
out of concern for their solidarity in the face of their national respon- 
sibilities against outside dangers. On the basis of this national position, 
which is based on principle, Qatar has affirmed its full support for the 
Saudi peace plan regarding the settlement of the Arab-Israeli dispute. 
Qatar condemned the recent attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor, considering 
it an attack on all the Arab nation. 


On Palestine Qatar's position is firm regarding its firm support tor the 
Palestinian people, for their just cause and for their struggle for freedom 
and independence under the leadership of the PLO. This support has been 
conveyed at all Arab, Islamic and international conferences and gatherings. 
We have insisted on recognition ot the Palestinian people's right to deter- 
mine their destiny freely without any foreign intervention, and we have 
insisted on their right to establish their independent state on their home- 


land under the le.dership of the PLO, their sole legitimate representative. 


On Lebanon Qatar's policy in this regard stems from its concern for 
Lebanon's Arab character and independence, for strengthening Lebanon's 
unity and tor ottering Lebanon the support that would provide it with all 
the conditions that would enable it to regain its sovereignty on its land 
and thwart the plan t is seeking to bring about the success of the con- 
spiracies that are being planned for it. Qatar has asked the international 
community co take all measures that are necessary to stop the brutal 
Zionist attacks on Lebanese and Palestinian civilians. 


On [slam Qatar after independence took part with all the [slamic countries 
in the effort [to establish] a united position and in the appeal to unify 
the ranks to contront the challenges that are tacing the Islamic world. 
Qatar played a prominent role in all the Islamic conferences, and it advo- 
cated that the resolutions ot these conferences be adhered to. 


Qatar has also jcined the agreement of the Islamic Conference countries for 
economic, technical and commercial cooperation. Qatar provides much support 
to the economies of the Islamic countries. 


On the political scene Qatar demanded the withdrawal of the invading Soviet 


troops from Atghanistan, and it asked that the Afghani people be granted 
the treedom to determine their destiny and their regime themselves. 
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On Atrica Qatar is trying to strengthen Arab-African solidarity and coopera- 
tion out of concern for the historical, cultural and geographical ties 
that tie the Arab nation with the nations of the African continent. 


Qatar stands beside the African nations which are still suffering from 
persecution and backwardness as a result of domination by a white mino- 
rity, as is the case in Rhodesia, South Africa and Namibia. 
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Atter the period of independence Qatar oftered all [forms of | assistance to 
the triendly Atrican countries. It also conducted talks to strengthen co- 
operation with their leaders and to discuss matters with them in order to 
Strengthen ties and help those countries in the areas of development and 


independence. 


Internationally Qatar supports the call for world peace which is based 

on principles and values. In its international actions Qatar is intent 

on adhering to the UN Charter, the International Declaration of Human 
Rights, the [notion of ] freedom tor people to determine their destiny and 
the right of people to be free, independent and exercise sovereignty over 
their natural resources. 


Qatar's international policy has been marked by its concern for the 
security and stability of the world. Qatar called for an end to the vast 
difference that exists between the standard of living in the industrial 
countries and the standard of Living in the developing countries. It asked 
that the speed with which countries are arming themselves and spending on 
military areas be checked and that five percent of all monies spent for 
armaments be spent to save the millions in the world who are threatened by 
Starvation. 


All international agencies and organizations that are affiliated with t. 
United Nations have recognized the fact that Qatar has stuck to its posi- 
tion. Along with Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates Qatar 
is offering the developing countries 15 or 20 times more what any western 


6 


industrial country is otfering. 


cy 


In its international actions Qatar is careful of supporting the OPEC organi- 
zation for the purpose of the unity of its members and their agreement on a 


unified oil policy. Qatar is also playing a positive role in supporting 


OAPEC. 


[t thus becomes evident that the policy of this youthful state during the - 
10 years of independence has been set up internally on | bringing about | 7 
prosper itv and levelonpment in r1 | 3reas and external Ly on support ing Arab 

md [Islamic questions, strengthening relations with Atrican and developing 
countries and taking part in solving common international problems. 
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